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Presidents Report. 
 

The Rally is once again upon us and we look forward to a wonderful weekend. Aside from the Rally on the Sunday, it seems 

that members enjoy the informal lunch on the Saturday under the auspices of Neil Cheney and then the "Rally Dinner" in the 

evening. 

This year as in the past, Dave Hubbard along with Anthony Davis and helpers will provide a spit roast meal. It is a great so-

cial occasion and allows us to enjoy the company of fellow members and visitors alike. 

In the interests of catering and planning can you please telephone Dave on 0402 783 958 to RSVP ASAP!!! 

At recent events we have been overwhelmed by members who have attended but without indicating that they were planning to 

attend. Consequently, resources (meals) have been very light for those at the back of the line. If the situation does not im-

prove, we will invoke a policy whereby those who RSVP will be served first and the others will form the rear of the queue. 

It sounds draconian, but for those in the catering team who are attempting to provide a convivial atmosphere and meal, it is 

constantly becoming a source of frustration. 

 

At this stage we will be hosting the Mayor of the Macedon Ranges Shire Council at the Rally Dinner and we are awaiting 

replies from other Councilors and Members Of Parliament. A number of our sponsors have also been invited to attend the 

dinner and they will be seated with the Committee. An after dinner speaker has been planned. 

The Federal Member Of Parliament will be attending on the Sunday to officially open the event.  
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On Rally weekend we need lots of assistance. We appreciate that a lot of you have exhibits and displays etc.. but you need to 

be able to assist at some stage. A list of jobs will be listed on the whiteboard in the "Ratcliffe" across the set up. Please find a 

task that you can complete and take ownership of it. If your spouses, partners etc.. are available to assist as well, that would 

be terrific.  

We have tasks of all varying degrees of difficulty from digging holes to sitting down and issuing tickets and collecting mon-

ey from arriving patrons. 

One of the big tasks is the marshaling of exhibitors on the day. it is not difficult with the plan but requires a number of mem-

bers to be ready EARLY on the day. This is vitally important in ensuring that all exhibitors are placed appropriately. Again, 

this will be a task on the board. A briefing for marshals will be held at 14:00hrs on the Saturday. To assist the "bleary eyes' 

early on Rally morning, our coffee vendor will be operating from around 7:00am. 

Two things we cannot control however! Firstly the weather. We can only hope that good conditions prevail. 

Secondly, the ongoing road works. We have had dialogue with the management of Vic Roads since December and hope that 

the disruption will be minimal. Having said that, we have lost around a third of our visitor car parking. 

The next bit is THE IMPORTANT PART.  

We know that the Rally has taken a lot of planning and execution up until now. 

Now we need to enjoy the weekend. It is a chance to catch up with fellow Club members. I trust that we can work together 

and pitch in when required but enjoy it. 

More Good Things!!! 

I am particularly heartened when members take on the initiative and responsibility and complete tasks. We have seen many 

examples recently.  

Without being requested, Lindsay has produced a number of Rally advertising signs for outdoor use in neighboring munici-

palities.   They have been designed and made to the highest standards. 

Today for example, Tony  Llewellyn was a lonely figure working away on his own with the crane truck and changing 

tyres.Len Redway, has painted the reconstructed shed entirely. Rob Barrie has spent many, many hours of his own time in 

constructing the second entrance. Their are other numerous examples. Thank you all. 

A new initiative and what I hope will be the start of a new tradition was put forward and implemented by Drew Morrissey. 

He suggested that the Club should be represented at the Gisborne Anzac Day Service. He organised and picked up a wreath 

from a local florist and along with fellow committee member Dave Hubbard, laid the wreath at the ceremony. Thank you, a 

very simple, humble but important gesture. 

The Club was recently gifted a Victorian Railways Semaphore signal courtesy of Tom Deveney. We appreciate his generous 

gift and magnificent efforts in delivering it to the Club for future restoration and erection. 

Tom has also been instrumental in helping the Club secure a generator for future display and use. 

Post the Rally, Our AGM will be fast upon us. Please consider your existing role within the Club and what you could con-

tribute as a committee member or otherwise. James will be vacating the Secretary role and I will finish my second term as 

President and I will not be seeking re-election. It is time for fresh eyes and mind to lead the Club forward. 

Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you all across the Rally Weekend. 

Best Regards, 

Tim. 

 

From Around the grounds 

 
The magnificent "Gisborne Gazette" was published 2 days ago. They have given us a large article on the upcoming Rally 

AND when we asked about advertising, they gave us a FREE ad in the same edition! Thank You! 

 

Noel, Anthony and David look to have the "Perry Loco" in prime condition for the Rally. A lot of sweat and grease was seen 

across very hot days in January and February to get the loco up to spec. Work continues on ironing  out last minute niggles. 

 

Sections of the "Perry" track that had been picked up and stacked vertically, have now been relaid during the long weekend. 

Maybe a bit more wood in the firebox is needed to go the extra mile! 
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Works on the Station Rd/Calder Fwy interchange are at full steam. (pardon the pun) Each day you have to work out where 

exactly is the entrance to Webb Crescent. One false turn through the witches hats will either see you in the dust bowl or 

swallowed in mud, depending upon recent rain events. 

 

The grounds have turned slightly green, but still not enough to worry the mower. A little more rain with the remaining 

warmth in the ground will hopefully see us put a bit more substantial grass cover down for the Rally.  

 

Members have been sighted at the Castlemaine and Lancefield swap meets. Very conspicuous in "Club" Shirts. No chance 

of remaining incognito with those on. 

 

Working Bees are well attended and many enjoy the impromptu BBQ. Its a great morning out to catch up with a cuppa and 

a chat. 

 

If you are out and about, particularly with food at the Club, our European Wasp friends are still about. No new nests have 

been found but hopefully the approaching cold weather will begin to slow them up. 

 

Grant applications are currently being written and we hope that the Club will be a recipient yet again to continue valued 

restoration works. 

 

Tell your family, friends and everyone about the Rally! 

 

Will be exciting going to the mailbox and seeing what the local papers have said about our forthcoming Rally. 

 
 

CLUB Shirts  
If you would like to purchase a club shirt (would look smart for the Rally!) please contact "One Stop 

Embroidery" at Shop# 7, Evans St Arcade Sunbury.  9744 1113 or onestopembroidery@bigpond.com  . 

Mention that you are from our club and they can make one 

up for you with your name. They are $46 and payable at 

the shop when you collect it. Please be advised that the 

shirt sizes are quite small, so expect to go up a few sizes 

when ordering to ensure an appropriate fit. 

  

Upcoming Events 
 

Echuca Steam Rally 

 

Please remember that the long weekend in June is the sec-

ond Monday which this years makes it the weekend of the 

11 and 12th June.  Anybody wanting to join the Thomas in 

the Echuca club compound let us know and we will grab 

some spare space. 

 

Festival of the Flood 8-10 July 2016 

Wentworth. 

 
A few years back a few of us took some fergies up to Wentworth for 

the 50th celebration of the 1956. 

 

Next year is the 60th celebration and the local community at Went-

worth are putting together another big event.  I know it is a while off, 

however if you need to get your fergy ready or you need to get accom-

modation booked —time to start planning. 

 

 

mailto:onestopembroidery@bigpond.com


Rally Dinner -  Saturday 14th May, 

 

The next Culinary event is the Annual Rally Dinner. 

"Ratcliffe Pavillion" 

BYO Drinks for drinks/nibbles at 17:30-18:00hrs 

Dinner is planned for 18:00 sit down. (Spit roast) with "steam cooked and powered " vegetables and trim-

mings. 

Vegetarian Alternative will be available. 

Desert and Tea/Coffee. 

Entertainment: Guest Speaker TBA. 
  

Please RSVP to David Hubbard on 0402 783 958. 

 

Articles for newsletter 
 

Keep on sending me stuff—if I forget—kick me in the shins and nag me to put it in—but please more photos of club stuff , and 

if really adventurous, maybe you might want to have a go at doing this.   This newsletter should be about your club stuff — 

send them to me at barry.thomas@cgi.com, and I would like to know if there are other around the ground reporters, next news-

letter will be first week of April so we can really talk about our upcoming rally.   

 

 

Gisborne Rally Back of Ute Clearance Sale 
 

Monty Russell will be setting up the annual Gisborne Club Back of Ute Sale.  If you have items of interest  

or just stuff you want to get rid of, bring it along and let Monty see if he can do his wonders at selling all 

sorts of things.  He will no doubt need a helper or two during the day so if you are wondering what to do 

and everything else is in order (as per the list in the Ractcliffe), go and give Monty a hand. 

 

Also give a bit of thought as to how much you would like for your items and write it on them or put a tag 

or something so Monty or whoever knows what you are asking.  Make sure they are items with some form 

of heritage interest. 
 

2016 ANZAC Day Gisborne 
 

Dave Hubbard & I laid a wreath on behalf of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society at the service in Gisborne on Anzac 

morning.   The other photo shows Dave & I after the service. 

 

 

Drew Morrissey 
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New Sponsor Acknowledgement, 
 

Hi-Quality Group based in Bulla 

has helped the club with the supply 

of crushed rock for rally grounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 National Rally 

 
In attempting to get you all organ-

ised for next years national Rally 

which is on during April at Hamilton, Trevor asked me to get a copy of the application form for the na-

tional Rally, place it in the newsletter to allow you all to fill it out and get it back to him or some one like 

him so they can be sent through as a group to enable one area for the club to be allocated and all can ex-

hibit in one area. 

 

The forms are not yet available—they are expected to be available soon, so in the meantime, have good 

hard think about what you are going to take, how much space you may need and write that on your fridge 

door (use permanent marker so your better half can’t erase it easily) and as we all catch up for the rally 

let Trevor know.  

 

Here is what I expect the rally guys will be asking for on their forms once they are out 

 

Your name 

Your Address 

Your Club (for insurance purposes). 

Details of your exhibit—engines, tractors etc. 

Maybe how much space you may need—remember to allow gaps between engines and exhibits. 

 

If you are planning on staying in Hamilton or surrounding area, ie not camping at the rally ground  you 

need to get on the  phone and make some bookings—and beware the local accommodation operators 

have realised it is an opportunity to make lots of money by charging extra for the weekend.  It is about 

3.5 hours form Gisborne 

 

Internet Links for Hamilton Rally. 

 

http://www.hamiltonpastoralmuseum.com.au/ 

 

http://www.nhma.com.au/downloads/nationalrallyflyer2017v2.pdf 

 

http://www.nhma.com.au/National_Historical_Machinery_Association_Inc_NHMA_Events.php 

 

Hamilton Accommodation 
http://www.hamiltonvictoria.com.au/database/display.asp?_=Accommodation&Category=Accommodation 
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MACHINERY SOCIETY INC. 
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Calendar of Events 
2016 
May 7   Vintage Tractor Pull—Trentham Spud Fest. 

May 15   Gisborne Rally—Steam Park New Gisborne 

May 14—15   Heyfield Rally 

May 21    Wedderburn Swap  

 

June 4-5   Charity Fund Raiser  - Central Victorian Rest Group 

June 11-12   Echuca Steam Rally 

    Monty has forms if needed 

June 11-12   Wimmera-Mallee Pioneer Museum  

 

July 8-10   60th Great Flood Rally Wentworth. 

 

August    Speewa rally (date to be confirmed) 

September 4  Gisborne Swap Meet—Steam Park New Gisborne (fathers day) 

September  10-11  Wedderburn Twilight Rally  

 

November 12-13  Bendigo Swap 

November 13  Wandin East Swap 

 

April 21-23 2017  NHMA National Rally Hamilton 

 

 General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, 

 Committee meeting- second Fridays at 7 PM  

 Working Bee Days - Second Sunday of the month 

 

Please send me any calendar entries to be added.   

 

Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Gisborne Vin-

tage Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the views of 


