THE GISBORNE VINTAGE MACHINERY

SOCIETY INC.

“The Steam Whistle”
40 years 1978 — 2018
President:
Anthony Davis
0400 087 896
No 270 June 2018
Secretary:
John McKenzie
0427 886 047
Postal Address:
Treasurer:
Len Redway Model Railways
PO Box 99
0439 840 265
Gisborne
V/Pres:
Arthur Boyd
71/4 inch Railway
Vic. 3437
Reg. no. AOO298420
0419 897 721
Committee:
Noel Smithwick (03)54 296 316 Steam Collection
Dave Hubbard 0402 783 958, Steam & Mechanical maintenance.
Rob Barrie, 0407 883 475 Grounds Works & Maintenance
Trevor Dunn, 97441591 Club Assett Register & Compound Maintenance
Roger Payne 5428 3878, Special Projects
Editor:
Lindsay Elliott 0457 152 211 Also Club Membership incl.CPS Register & Photos
Club Permit Scheme: J eff Shepher d Mob 0408 541 820 Home 54 248 087
General Meetings:
Last Friday of the Month, 7:00pm MRADMC club rooms
Exc. Winter meetings May to August, 1st Sunday of month 10am, MRADMC clubrooms.
Committee Meetings: Dates listed in Calendar of Events
Working Bees: First Sunday of the month.
Club website:
www.netneeds.com.au/gisbornevintage
Presidents Report
Hi all from a very tired president after the rally.
Well another rally has been past now and thank you to all who attended the rally this year to
celebrate the 40th year of the club.
I will get the angry President bit out of the way first. It was very sad to note on the Saturday that it was left up to only a few to set up for this year’s rally. We are all getting older and it
makes it very hard when only a very few help set up, many people make light work of the set
up and packing up as what was shown on Sunday afternoon. This is my last time as president
organising the rally as it is very hard to work full time and organise the time for this event.
There needs to be a separate committee for the organisation of the rally next year or there will
NOT be a rally, so we need a few people to help organise this you don't have to be on the
committee to do this job. The dinner will be by ticket only and will be catered for by a catering
company it has got too big and hard for me to do it even with some help.
On a brighter note, the rally was very successful with around 1200-1300 people through
the gate on the day, it was also good to see many new and old exhibitors come along for the
day. The tractor pull again was a great draw card and the tractor pull guys have a little work
over the next 12 months to make their event safer for the public by separating the heavy machinery from the general public. It was also great to see the portable doing some great work
and looking great all nicely painted up great job to all those who worked on it in the preceding
weeks before the rally.
A big thank you should go out to all our sponsors of the club, especially to Andrew Hall
from Gisborne Power Products for the donation of the chain saw for the wheel barrow raffle
which was a great success, also we should thank the Gisborne SES for their assistance with
traffic management, parking and taking the entrance fee as this enabled us all to show our engines etc at the rally. Without these people and organisations we would not be able to run the
rally, so a big thankyou from us all.
The Saturday night dinner was again a great success with every one enjoying themselves. We had 70 people at the dinner and a great spread. Our thanks go to Alec our barman,
and to our friends MRADMC for the night.
CONTINUED PAGE 2
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Presidents Report Continued
Thanks also to Mal Grant as the guest speaker, talking about the formation of the
club back 40 years ago. Great to see our founding members and their partners (see photo) present to help us celebrate this very important milestone for our club.
Finally the New Gisborne Primary School had a visit on Thursday before the rally by
Matilda the roller, which was very well received by the school community. It was great to
see all the school children as we approached the school at the end of lunch time running
to the fence as we approached Ferrier road, Andrew, the principle of the school, wondered what was happening until he heard us coming and them met us in the car park. The
children of the school, over the next hour in their respective grades, visited the roller to
watch it working making smoke and steam during this time. After school had finished the
children and their parents came back for another look and some photos, thanks Noel for
your assistance with this, was a great day for all involved.
We will see you all at the next meeting on Sunday the 3rd June at 10am followed by
the working bee and lunch.
President Anthony.

Legend for Group Photo
Gents L to R:- David Beanham, Mal Grant, Jack Sankey, Syd Green, Arthur Boyd
Ladies L to R:-Trish Kaye, Audrey Grant, Olwyn Sankey, Margaret Boyd.

2018 RALLY PHOTOS
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Railway report for May 2018
New sections of track for the 7.25 OR 185 Gauge
-A " Y" section has been installed to replace the turntable which was outside the Model Railway shed. Also, a new track has been laid into the Model Railway shed for storage of some
Miniature railway equipment, with some still stored under tarps outside , all new track has
been ballasted with donated gravel. Also David Ashton has welded sides on our work truck
which makes ballasting much easier because it can be moved along the new track. Material
for the sides was donated by High Tensile Engineering Supplies, Sunbury.
The new track has been welded by David Ashton over 4 weekends with Arthur Boyd assisting. The hood is to stop Sun burn .
Track worker, and Technical assistant is
- Matthew Vecchio
-Track Maintenance Len Redway
Also during the week Len dug a hole for concreting the loading ramp for the 7 1/4 track 1m x
1 m x500mm deep. No photo of this.
Andrew Mc Swain and Brendan Mc Swain mixed concrete and filled the hole.
Hydraulic ram: for the loading and unloading ramp was supplied by Noel Smithwick .
Rally day, bright and cloudy and cold a little sun, carriages and locos from Len’s stable, ran
most of the day, full of passengers about 600 rides, fare by donation of a gold coin and no
break downs and a Big thank you to all the helpers including Mark Jackson from DVR as
Station Master his help was much appreciate.
The upgrade of the railway system work is proceeding as expected and the next railway
working bee is on Sunday 3rd of June 9 am fixing the track thru the roofed railway station, it
is also train running day for paying passengers $2 a head.11am to 3pm
Arthur Boyd: VP, Co-ordinator 71/4" Railway
0419897721
Many helpers make light work.
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Recommissioning of HO Model Railway
At 2pm on Saturday 14 April about 50 people attended a short informal ceremony held in
the HO train shed to formally recommission the HO railway that had been donated by the late
Charles Cord. This was primarily to recognise and thank the Bendigo Bank for their grant of
$5,000 that made it possible to upgrade the shed to accommodate the railway. Bendigo
Bank director Gary Mc Swain made a short speech before he and Mayor Jennifer Anderson
cut a ribbon stretched across the tracks. Other invited guest in attendance were Michelle
Jones from the Bendigo Bank, with her husband Wayne and South ward councilors Helen
Radnedge and Mandi Mees. Special guests Charles's eldest daughter Tracy Kidd with her
family were also present along with 3 representatives from the GREAT organisation. As the
heavens had opened up shortly before 2pm all activities had to be held indoors which made
for a cosy setting for the afternoon tea which followed the formalities.
The shed was again in action on Rally Day and was frequently noted to be rather crowded, but this time with the weather on our side and with the lift up door open, movement in and
out was much easier. Just outside we also had a "G" gauge garden railway on display which
proved to be very popular with the children who were allowed to drive the various trains with
Thomas and Percy proving to be the most popular. Unfortunately I was so busy that I did not
get around to taking any photos. The adjacent 7.25" ride on railway was also very popular on
the day.
Len Redway HO Railway Co-ordinator
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This article is from the Steam Whistle of
June 1998, and describes the boiler tube
replacement in our Ruston Hornsby
Portable Engine.
Submitted by Noel Smithwick.
The quality of this reproduction is due to
age of the document, the original printing
methods etc.
Hope you find it interesting.
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The Lockington and District Living Heritage Complex Annual Vintage Tractor and
Machinery Rally –21 & 22 April 2018
The LADLHC held their annual rally on the 21st and 22nd of April at Lockington, which is about 24 km
North West of Rochester. The town itself was established with the new rail line construction through the
area in 1915 at the location of the Pannoobamawm Post Office with the station called Bamawm. In 1921
it was renamed Lockington station on the now defunct Elmore to Cohuna Rail line built to service the
new irrigation areas established during the First World War. The current population is said to be around
400 and it seems that most of the town are involved in making the rally happen. In addition to the Tractor
and Machinery rally there was a scarecrow competition in progress which, from the number and quality
of the scarecrows, is hotly contested. I attended as an exhibitor from GVMS with my trusty 3 HP Austral
and pump; Lindsay Elliott and one or two other members were sighted as visitors. The weather was brilliant with perfect autumn days both Saturday and Sunday; a cool start to both days. I headed up there
from Melbourne on Friday so that I would be setup for the opening on Saturday morning. The local
shop, supermarket and pub provided all of the supplies required for an enjoyable weekend. The location
of this rally is on the old station grounds which are nice and flat and laid out so there is plenty of space in
the compounds.
The LADLHC rally does not have a tractor pull but this does not prevent a nice display of tractors
for the enthusiast. About 30 or so tractors were on display, this was a smaller number than usual where
up to one hundred could be expected but a nice collection nonetheless. On Sunday afternoon there is a
tractor trek around the rally site where they could be seen operating. Two replica steam cars darting
around the rally site provided the steam exhibits.
The rally had about 100 engines on display. There
was a good mix of large and smaller engines. An 1897
Hornsby Ackroyd of 3 HP was located next to my engine and
displayed by a very proud owner and so he should be. This
engine was reconstructed from parts scattered over a 500m
area. Those that could not be found were copied from other
engines and the final restoration result is stunning. Starting
the engine is a treat to watch. A hand blower forced kerosene
burner produces ferocious flames which cover the entire engine head. Once the engine head has been preheated it is rotated to top dead centre on the compression stroke and then the inlet vale opened. Kerosene fuel is drawn
in as it is rotated to bottom dead centre. With the inlet vale closed again a smart flick of the flywheel in
the reverse direction compresses the charge and it fires sending the engine in the correct rotational direction. From here the engine will run all day without any fuss. A tribute to the amount of restoration work
undertaken and the dedication of the owner to getting it right.
A 1910 Blackstone and a 1912 Hornsby were wonderfully restored and operating. There were other Hornsby’s and Lister’s to be seen and some quite unusual engines as well. The
1912 Temple engine is upside down with the crankshaft at the top
and another, an early International Harvester Tom Thumb very
nice to see. There were a good variety of the smaller engines all
doing their stuff. A feature of the rally was a number of collections of memorabilia of all sorts on display. There was a collection of hand sewing machines, some made to look like tractions
engines, as well as collections of household items by the Deniliquin and Speewa clubs. A member of the Urana club displayed an antique farm house style wash basin and dressing table
as well as a tin bath and chip heater with operating shower. He
also had a hand operated washing machine and water powered
spin dryer as well as other items from the era. Among the big
boys toys was a plaining machine (a least 3 tones weight) powered by a diesel engine.
Continued page 5
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The Lockington and District Living Heritage Complex Annual Vintage Tractor
and Machinery Rally –21 & 22 April 2018 Continued
Located next to me was a hot bulb two stroke engine by Kelly and Lewis roughly the same design as that used in Lanz Bulldog tractors. This engine of 20 or so horsepower was recovered from
the nearby Hunter silo complex where it drove the elevators at one time. Mounted on stout steel
rails it, none the less, had a reputation for walking about when running and so had been placed on
truck tires by its wrangler to try and keep it stationary. When started it was the loudest voice at the
rally by some considerable margin and threatened to leap into the air uncontrollably at any time
alarming exhibitors and public alike. Its wrangler kept it under control to the relief of the crowd.
This is a nice rally to visit due to the location, friendly organisers and the displays; what more
could we want?
Tom Deveney.
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More Photos from LOCKINGTON
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TRACTOR TREKS

9 th June 2018 Heathcote Wine & Food – Unload in Hills Road Derrinal (just near
the creek that runs into Eppalock dam on the Bendigo – Heathcote road and travel into Heathcote for a display 10am till 2pm. That means arrive Hills road by 8:30. Then we will go into
town on bush tracks. Neil 0408033839. I will need numbers soon as we need to advise space
for parking requirements. This will be a once off event.
June 2018 – Creswick area. Peter is still working on it. More details soon.
14th or 15th July 2018 Echuca along the Mur r ay – A trek along the banks of the
Murray to a venue for lunch. Leaving Rotary Park Echuca at 9:00am Enter to the Park on the
Bendigo Road side please. We will go to the local servo for morning tea. Lunch at the Winery/
Hotel at around $20.00 each. Bruce 0419 550 031 . Those traveling from Bendigo would need
to leave Huntly at 7:00am please. Please let Bruce know you are coming. **
29th July 2018 Rushwor th ar ea - . Goulburn Valley Vintage Tractor & Farm Machinery Club Inc. Leave from Moora Rec reserve our normal place. There will be morning tea first
and we leave at 9:30am sharp. Lunch some where and afternoon tea before you leave for home
so bring money please. Those traveling from or through Bendigo we will meet at Huntly CBD
and leave there at 7:45am. Contact Lloyd on 0458299466 or 58299432 AH to book in. **
26th August 2018 - Marong Picnic at the Marong racecourse -. We will be traveling
from Marong to Kangaroo Flat with Peter Robinson. Leaving time 9:45. Breakfast around
8:30am. Tickets required so catch up with Neil please. Park near the horse stalls. Lunch out
somewhere but numbers coming required by 20th August please. Neil 0408033839 **
8th & 9th September 2018 Wedderburn Engine rally – The Wedderburn Engine club
will provide lunch for around $10.00 either out on the Trek or back at the rally. Separate area for parking our tow vehicles and assembly area inside the rally grounds for us to leave
from. Leaving time 10:00am Saturday. We would need to advise them how many a few days
before for lunch etc please. All enquiries to Neil 0408033839. **

More Photos from Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society 30th Rally on
our Club’s 40th Anniversary.
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Thankyou to our generous
Rally Sponsor
MEETINGS OVER WINTER will be held on the First Sunday of the month after

the normal last Friday Date, ie May General meeting will be held on Sunday 3rd June 2018 at
10:00 am in Macedon Ranges Car Club meeting room. And likewise, June General Meeting
will be held on July 1st , July General Meeting will be held on Sunday August 5th, and August
General meeting will be held on Sunday September 2nd.

FOR SALE

Motsinger Auto Sparker Low Tension Magneto
for International Famous Engine (circa 1910)

TRADES REGISTER

When the club decided that it would be a good idea to
set up a trades Register, I noted that there was quite
vocal support for this to be set up. What has happened? I have received only two references. So members, please see what you can do about that.
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KYABRAM VINTAGE ENGINE & MACHINERY RESTORATION GROUP Inc. ANNUAL
RALLY & MACK TRUCK MUSTER. March 17 & 18 2018
This Rally is held on the Kyabram Showgrounds and this year featured a very large vintage and classic Mack truck show. On Saturday the temperature was 37 deg and total fire ban, so steam and blacksmiths could not operate however these operators reported a busy day talking about their steam traction engines and the items that the blacksmiths made to a large number of spectators. Sunday was
much cooler but all present had to put up with a shocking strong SW wind that took down most of the
gazebos. Despite all that, the rally featured 190 stationary engines, 164 Mack trucks, 70 other brand
trucks, as well as 13 Tractors, about 40 Classic Cars, Sheep Shearing demonstrations, Blacksmith
demonstrations, Memorabilia collections, Steam traction engines, operating drag saws, etc. One outstanding engine display was that by Gary Thorne of Goulburn Valley Club, of 4 beautifully restored
Lister engines, J and M, from 1911 to 1927. This is a large rally with lots to see, and is well planned
and organized. Macka and Lindsay attended with displays and Robert Green visited.

More Photos Page 10
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More Photos Kyabram Rally and Mack Muster 2018

Gisborne Steam Whistle No 270 June 2018
40 YEARS 1978 – 2018

Page 13

TRACTOR PULL GVMS RALLY 20/05/2018
This Tractor Pull was our 25th on our 30th Rally celebrating our Clubs 40th year. The first
tractor pull was held in 1993. It is now a very popular part of our Rally.
There were 35 drivers in total this year with one of the best selections of Bulldogs and John
Deere’s to be found.
Thanks to all the workers who set up and conducted the show during the day. We need to
acknowledge Sid Green for his commentary, not just the Pull but also what was going on around.
Quite a few good comments were heard for that.Thanks to Evan and Warren for coming from the
Dandenongs, and Tom and Rob from Geelong and all those other competitors who also had a distance to travel.
Robert Green.
PLACE GETTERS
Under 20 HP
Arlo Dickens W4 International.
Tom McCann C model Case
Under 20 HP Crawler
John Christou John Deere 420 1955
Under 25 HP Steel Wheels
Nick Kusmanidis John Deere ‘D’ 1937
Under 30 HP
Alan Lendon “N” Bulldog
Kane Hendrickson International Super AWD6
Under 35HP
John Christou John Deere ‘R’
Alan Lendon Bulldog “P” 1951
Under 40HP
Bill Buist 6G Chamberlain
Warren Storey Fordson Super Major
Under 50 HP
John Robinson John Deere ‘80’
Evan Mulcahy Deutz ‘372’
Under 60 HP
Robert Green
‘830’ Case
Ross Thompson 60DA Chamberlain
Under 70 HP
Bob Goulden ‘830’ John Deere
David Brown Super 90 Chamberlain half a metre behind.
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Calendar of Events

2018
June 3

GVMS General Meeting 10:00am

June 8

GVMS committee meeting.

June 9-10

ECHUCA Steam Rally.

July 13

GVMS Committee Meeting

July 27

GVMS Annual General Meeting

July 29

Tractor Trek RUSHWORTH area See Page 9

August 25-26

SPEEWA Heritage Collectors Club Annual Rally see flyer page contact Warren
5037 6680 or Cliff 5034 6230

August 26

Tractor Trek MARONG PICNIC car show See Page 9

September 2

DRYSDALE RAILWAY STATION. Bellarine Vintage Machinery Group.
Fathers Day. Steam train rides, Steam engines Vintage engines tractors etc,
Contact Neal Pearson 0409 420 785 Bob DeVries 0438 593 292

September 8 –9

WEDDERBURN Twilight Rally Contact Tr evor Bailey (03) 5494 3152

Something to do each month—so lets see lots of articles for this newsletter coming in.
Reports and articles by MAY 25 2018 please.
General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, Except May through August.
Committee meeting– See dates in Calendar of Events
Working Bee Days - First Sunday of the month
Please send me any calendar entries to be added. REPORTS & ARTICLES BY MAY 25 2018
Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessar ily the views of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the
views of that author only.
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