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Presidents Report. 
 

A big thank you to everyone who made the rally a great success; the weather was good, the number of 

displays great, engine compounds were full and it was great to see the Thomas family’s big engine     

running.   
 

By the way, the silence of phone 

ringing was deafening (I think 

not), regarding my request for 

help to remove the shed that the 

club had been given. 
 

Also by now you should have 

received your membership     

renewal. These need to be paid 

promptly so that Trevor can   

obtain your insurance cards.  
 

Here is something to think 

about….. the election of the new 

committee in October at the 

AGM . I will NOT be stand-

ing for PRESIDENT as Robyn 

and myself will be away a lot next year. 

 

Noel  

 

Noel putting the engine back together on his Albion, had a bad oil leak which has since been rectified. 
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Gisborne Ramblings 
 

Wow! What a great rally we had. 
 

The sun came out, the grass was green and we had the area full of wonderful exhibits. 

  

One of the most popular exhibits on the day was the "Blacksmith" who enthralled children and adults 

alike. Thanks to Dave Hubbard in organising this unique display. 

  

Great to see the Thomas family and the big engine operating on the day. Thankfully the missing fuel 

pipe was found in the nick of time! 

  

We need to identify what we do best at the rally and keep on doing it and to work on improving areas 

which need "tweaking". If you can, please assist the Rally Committee with your thoughts and inputs for 

next years event. Planning will begin soon! 

  

Don`t forget that working bees happen every month! 

Post rally, on a wet June working bee, Drew, David, Trevor and Tim made an earnest start to clearing 

out the train shed in preparation for floor levelling activities to commence soon under Rob Barry`s di-

rection. Material was carted to a sorting area in the compound where it can be assessed for being kept 

or discarded. 

  

Work also continued on putting away all the rally signage and star pickets in readiness for next year. 

The rain provided an opportunity to see just how poor some of our drainage is around some of our 

sheds and it gave Drew and Trevor a lot of action on the shovel to redirect the torrents away from and 

out of the sheds. 

  

Further rain this week has seen the first "lakes" appear on the grounds as the ground saturates after a 

fairly poor start to Autumn/Winter rain amounts in Gisborne. At least the cooler weather has slowed the 

grass growth! 

  

We are planning to express our interest to hold a sausage sizzle at the new Sunbury Masters store at a 

date to be fixed. We already have around 10 volunteers to assist in this fundraising venture and anyone 

else will be warmly welcomed. This, in addition to the successful wheelbarrow raffle at the rally con-

ducted by Dave and Drew, plus our new Swap Meet, gives the club an additional revenue stream. 

  

See you Soon. 

“Around the Ground” 
 

If Mr Around the Ground has missed anyone - I think everyone who helps in their own way with the 

rally should give themselves a pat on the back - good team work. 

 

Winter Activities 
 

Time for a few months indoors whilst the cool weather slows some of us down, time to get going on 

that project in readiness for the Spring and the start of the rally season.  Attending Speewa and Wedder-

burn are good ways to shake off the winter chill and start getting out and about.  
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Opening of the Broadford Printing Office and the old COLUMBIAN “ EAGLE”  

Printing Press at the Broadford Historical Society. 
 

To many in the Gisborne Club this will mean nothing, but on Saturday 30th May Ron and Dot Brad-

shaw (who were unavailable and could not attend) and myself were invited to the opening. The reason 

we were invited is that we have supported the Broadford Historical Society for about 5 years on Aus-

tralia Day, setting up a combined display. 
 

The old Printing Office dates back to 1891 and the Printing Press a lot further back. It is around 170 

years old and has been cared for by a group in Bendigo and is now fully restored and in the hands of 

the Broadford Historical Society. It was used at the Broadford Printing Office until it closed in the early 

1970’s. 
 

For further information and if you would like to know more, there is a website which gives full details 

of the Press and also the on Society.  

It is www.broadfordhistorical.org.au/2011/12/retrieving-the-eagle-some 

 

Echuca Rally. 
 

The Thomas family (without that Thomas family engine) made our annual trip up to Echuca to partici-

pate in the Echuca rally.  We arrived Friday night (late afternoon) after stopping at Gisborne to get the 

club banner and at Heathcote for Mum and Dad. 
 

Weather was good for the weekend with nice crisp days and cold nights.  Engine displays however 

were down, although there seemed to be a lot more cars this year.  Dad took his International M 3 HP, 

and showed what good spark and good compression can do,  he didn’t have to swing too much to get it 

going, which proves the theory that good compression, good fuel and good spark is the starting trifecta.  

He used the engine to drive his International grister.  I took the M 1 1/2HP and the little PIG which 

drove the Sunfeed grister.  All engines ran well for the two days. 
 

We caught up with quite a number of other Gisborne members, can’t remember you all so I won’t try to 

name.  They had all the normal events running, with of course the finale of the weekend…..the burning 

of the dunny. Echuca must be getting low on outdoor dunnies by now. 
 

There was a large number of vintage cars and in particular model T’s as the model T club had done a 

run around the area on the Saturday, followed by the display of cars at the rally on Sunday.  From what 

we heard the club issued an order to its members not to wash their cars after driving over 100K’s on 

Saturday around Moama, so that on Sunday the public could see that these were real cars taken on real 

dirt roads and which stood the test of time.  A couple gave in and turned up in spotless cars.  
 

Again the Echuca club made us welcome and I would like to thank them for their hospitality.            

My challenge is get some more of you up there next year on the inside of the fence displaying engines, 

etc. 

 
These are classified ads, which were actually placed in UK Newspapers: 
 

FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER 

8 years old, hateful little bastard.  Bites!  
 

FREE PUPPIES 

1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbor's dog.  

http://www.broadfordhistorical.org.au/2011/12/retrieving-the-eagle-some


Rally  2014 Photos 

 

Photos including the Heinrici engine displayed 

by Simon Evans, Bob Hemphill’s Lister shear-

ing plant being used as it should, the clubs 

Wolseley engine cleaned and up and running 

for its second year by Lindsay 

Elliot, and Tim doing what he 

does best - driving the train.  

There were a lot of other 

things happening, however I 

didn’t get a great range of pho-

tos for the newsletter this time. 
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Caught in the act, 
 

Not sure what the conversation was, but possibly something along the lines of  - “about bloody time Bar-

ry”.  The photo is not blurry, the engine is actually running and ran long enough to have hot water com-

ing out the top of the barrel and it was running without the torch which is a good sign.   

 

The engine had its last outage at the 2004 Ballarat rally and a number of us (Jeff Shepherd, Noel 

Smithwick, Robbie Greene) lost a few kilos swinging the flywheels back and forth. Since then it has the 

valves either replaced or refaced by Ray Dean of Truline, new fuel tank, and some new rollers on the 

valves so all the slack and wear is effectively gone. 

I have made some starting levers so 

Dad can work the valves for me so I 

can concentrate on swinging and I 

think we swung a lot less than we did 

at Ballarat for a lot better result!  

With some help from John McIver, 

we had it going reasonably well, 

maybe a little fast but better than it 

has been for some years. 

 

Now the fun starts to get the wire 

brush, sandpaper and  kero out and 

get it ready for a good coat of paint 

and bring it up to a good looking en-

gine. 

 

 

Annual General Meeting. 
 

Ok it is a little while off yet…. well not that long.  I have been asked to get you all to think about the 

committee and the possibility of going on committee.  The following roles are going to be open as the 

current incumbents are looking to let someone new add some energy to the club. 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

And 3 Committee positions. 

Have a good think about what you can do to help the 

club as it goes through some rebuilding, definitely has 

picked up some good form and happenings under the 

current leadership. 
 

...And whilst I am on the subject, anybody with nimble 

fingers and a bit of creative flair want to have a go at do-

ing the newsletter?  It would be good to have it done lo-

cally so that local news is really to the fore of what is 

happening at the steam park. 

 

English ads continued 

FREE PUPPIES. 

Mother is a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd. 

Father is a Super Dog, able to leap tall fences in a single bound. 

 



Rabbits 
 

The photo to the left is in the train shed, showing that 

East Gisborne rabbits have a tendency to burrow and 

if something is in the way they will burrow around it. 

 

This is where the team have been working to clear the 

shed ready to do the floor and make it more rabbit 

proof than it currently is. 

 

I expect there may be Greek grass involved in this 

equation - one form of grass that the rabbits don’t 

like, courtesy of Ready-mix or current equivalent. 

 

I am unsure if they have actually gone right around 

the foundation blocks  or not but they have certainly made a mess and it needs to be fixed up. 

 

Ruston Portable repairs. 
 

In the last newsletter I made a mistake and said the guys have fixed 96 stays, unfortunately they haven’t, 

96 is the number that need to be done.  I hope the following photos show the amount of work required to 

replace what looks like little lumps of steel that just need to be cut out and welded back in. 

 

First thing I hadn’t realized is that the wheels had to come off and the guys have built a frame to support 

the boiler whilst this work is underway.  Then each stay has to be cut out and cut out carefully to ensure 

that not too much of the boiler plate or wall is lost in the process.  Once the holes have been cleaned and 

the new stays made up, the task of replacing them can start.   

 

Each stay needs to be welded back in, so 96 x 2 welds and not quick and dirty welds like some of us 

might do on engine transports, but welds that are made by a fully qualified welder and need to be of a 

standard that satisfies the boiler inspector. 

 

The boiler inspector has been making 

checks along the way so if there is any-

thing the guys need to do differently he 

is can pick that up quickly.  Once all the 

stays have been replaced, the guys will 

need to do boiler tests to prove to the 

boiler inspector that the boiler is safe to 

use.  I suspect the pressure will be low-

er than manufacturer, but we don’t need 

a massive amount of steam to have the 

engine ticking over. 
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This photo shows the firebox door end of the boiler and 

whilst not a great photo, you can see all the stays need-

ing to be replaced, along with lack of wheels. 

 

English Ads Continued. 

 

COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED  

Also 1 gay bull for sale. 

 

JOINING NUDIST COLONY! 

Must sell washer and dryer £100. 

 

WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE   

Worn once by mistake.  Call Stephanie.  

—————— 

 

Don’t forget if you need a name tag for when you go to 

other club events please contact Trevor Dunn. 

 

Don’t forget to fill in your membership form and 

get it back to the club.  

 

This is the other steam project that we probably 

heard much about lately as the steam guys have 

been working on the portable and trying to see if 

they can determine what needs to be done to the 

Perry. 

 

I hear a boiler inspection of the Roller is due soon 

and hopefully we will get the all clear on that one.  

Fingers crossed. 

 

  Australian War Memorial in Egypt  
 

On our recent travels through Egypt we stopped at El Alamein. 

This is the war memorial to the Australian soldiers who fought 

at El Alamein during the second world war.  It stands just out-

side the commonwealth war graves, which is a very sad place 

to visit.  We were also able to read about the famous Rats of 

Tobruk here. 

 

Throughout the area there are a number of war cemeteries and 

seeing them made us realise the real impact the war had on 

families.  We see all the films but it is not until you are looking 

at thousands of graves that it really sinks in. 

 

Driving down the road through the desert near El Alamein 

there are still areas fenced and sign posted with mine field 

signs, the Egyptians are still going through the area cleaning up 

the mines that were left behind after the war.  

 



THE GISBORNE VINTAGE 

MACHINERY SOCIETY INC. 

Reg No A0029842D  

CORRESPONDENCE:  PO.  BOX  99  GISBORNE 

VIC. 3437  

Calendar of Events 
2014 
August 2  Speewa Heritage Collectors Club rally 

 

September 7 Emerald Bank Heritage Rally 

   7725 Goulburn Valley Highway Kialla. 

 

September 13/14 Wedderburn Twilight Rally 

September 21 Wallan Swap meet and Car Show  

    

October 4   Dunolly Goldfields Rally 

October 4  Seymour Agricultural Show 

October 4  Tractor Restoration & Appreciation Club Sunraysia (TRACS) Red Cliffs  

October 10   Dimboola Swap Meet & Show ‘N Shine  

October 31  Gisborne AGM (I think) 

 

November 1/2 Lake Goldsmith 

November 9 Yarra Valley Swap meet Wandin East 

November15/16 Bendigo Swap Meet 

 

December 6 Kilmore Show 

December 7 Ballarat one day rally  Ballarat Engine Club 

 

 General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, 

 Committee meeting—second Fridays at 7 PM  

 Working Bee Days - first Sunday of the month 

 

Please send me any Calender entries to be added. 

 

Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Gisborne 

Vintage Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the 

views of that author only 

 
 


