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PRESIDENTS REPORT

Hi all and welcome to another edition of the Steam Whistle.

What a rally we had this year
The crowd was great and just seeing the grounds covered in people both young and old was great too
looking at all the displays. I didn't get much of a chance to have a look around as there was so much interest
in the Perry loco, but it all looked great all day. A big thanks to all that made the day a great success, your
hard work has paid off, and not to forget the bloke up stairs who supplied the great weather. I think Bill and
Merv must have bent his ear to give us the great weather for the day. Again a big thank you to every one who
helped on the days leading up with setting up and the team work on Sunday in packing every thing up.
Thanks to the Rally committee for their hard work.
Saturday dinner was great with wonderful food and drink, this enabled us to say thankyou to our
sponsors and every one had a great night. We must thank the car club for the use of these rooms and Alec as
the bar man for the night. Another great social night with lucky prizes from the door. It is great seeing everyone enjoy themselves and also to see the ladies coming along too.
Quite a bit has been happening over the past few weeks with work on the Perry, 7 1/4 rail and the tram,
we have concrete sleepers for the tram base and also for the 7 1/4, just so much to remember. The kitchen is
working well and we are having some nice lunches out of there and I believe that it also worked well on rally
day. Thanks Mal Grant.
`Matilda the roller made a special outing down to the local Montessori primary school which was
a great success and the public enjoyed seeing the roller on the road moving about. Have a look at some of
the photos from the trip.
On a Committee level, I will not be standing as President, and a number of others are not standing as
well. A number of committee positions are up at the AGM in September and for the club to function these
positions have to be filled.

President

Secretary

Membership Officer

Steam Whistle Editor

Treasurer
Rally Director

and General Committee Positions.
So now it is your turn to help the club continue to grow and thrive into the future and help maintain
the history of old working machinery into the future.
CONTINUED PAGE 2
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Presidents Report continued from page 1
See you at our working bee's and meetings on Sundays over the winter months.
Stay safe and warm
Regards Anthony Davis President

PHOTOS OF MATILDA AT MONTESSORI PRIMARY SCHOOL

PHOTOS OF 71/4 RAILWAY NEW SLEEPERS and
TRACK LEVELLING PROJECT

Photos by Anthony Davis

71/4 MINIATURE RAIL REPORT
The Miniature railway recently received a Grant of $3783 to pay for ,Design and Drafting of Building drawings etc and Permit from the Macedon Rangers Council this brings
our Grants and Donations up to $ 14,183 (Bendigo Bank $10400 Gisborne GREAT Association $3783.)towards the project to build a workshop and storage building for the
7 ¼ gauge Miniature railway.
Arthur Boyd Miniature Railway Co-ordinator
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REPORT ON OUR RALLY 2019
Members of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society
Well I must say we are very pleased to report that this year’s Rally “one of the best ever” (Mal
Grant’s words to me). Thank you very much to all those who worked VERY hard to make it all
come together. They were few but they really put in their all. About 15-20 Members helped to
run the works of the Rally and we should be very proud of what we have done.
There were quite a few outstanding displays - Adrian Guillot, John McKenzie and John
Beatty worked like navvies on the stone
crusher, which was powered by the Rushton
Hornsby portable, the engine that started the
Society. Then there was the hay baler run by
Sid Green Junior and Adrian. Both engines
attracted a great deal of interest. The Perry
cane loco looked stunning, blowing billows of
steam and the kids enjoyed its driver, President Anthony’s performance on it. The Roller
Matilda made an impressive centre piece,
trundling up and down and keeping Noel
busy talking to interested people.
The Model and the Miniature Railways
were a great attraction, with a queue 100 metres long during the morning. We had only two
trains to cope and they went round 68 times, I’m told – a real endurance feat by the two drivers.
The car Display was outstanding. I had a walk around them
and was most impressed with it. However, cars departing early leaves the Ground looking
scrappy with great holes in the display - something for us to work on for next year. The general public coming on to the ground at 1pm for the Rally which has been advertised to run till
3pm must think “What’s going on?”. Some Car Club members remarked with a certain displeasure that there are car drivers taking advantage of being admitted free to wander round
the Rally for an hour and then leave.
The Rally is a
one day a year occasion to show off what you have done in your spare time and is a great
chance to display the vast number of interesting hobbies that are available to those people
who watch sport on TV but don’t play it and are perhaps looking for a leisure activity other
than sport and where to start. Stationary Engines, Tractor Pull, Vintage cars and motor bikes,
Model Steam Engines, restoring old Machinery, Model Trains, Amateur Radio, Woodworking,
Miniature Trains, Model Planes, Fire Brigade, SES, Lions, History group. All these groups put
on fine displays which contributed to make a really interesting show for everyone.
What a day it was! All the displays were of a high standard but we can always do better,
of course, NEXT year. A special mention here for the Amateur Radio club
who have recently joined us as fellow
users of the Steam Park. Bob and
Rob (both members of GVMS) set up
shop on Saturday with an aerial up a
tree and were talking to someone in
the USA. They were delighted with the
signal from the Steam Park so we
hope we see more of them.
There are too many members to
thank individually for the day but some
come to mind - Robert Green and Father Sid who did an outstanding job
running the tractor pull - always a big
CONTINUED PAGE 4
draw card at the Rally.
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REPORT ON OUR RALLY 2019 continued from page 3
Our two vintage car parking attendants, Neville and Ken, the “Long and the Short”, who did a
totally professional job parking all those great old cars. There were Roger and Jim and Sid
doing the PA with excellent, well-informed commentary and behind the scenes tech skills .
Drew and Sharon made a record amount pushing the Wheelbarrow Raffle round the
the Rally all day selling tickets. The Raffle was won by Frank from Craigieburn who was almost home when he got the phone call that he had won, and turned round to come back and
collect his prize. The wheelbarrow was donated by Bunnings and the chainsaw in it by Gisborne Power Products; other contents were donated by Frosts Sawmill Monegetta, O’Dea’s
Auto Parts Romsey, Wine O’clock and the Telegraph Hotel Gisborne.
But then, of course, we must not forget all our volunteer groups - those amazingly efficient people from the SES outside, parking the general public and taking their money at the
gate. What would we do without them? The CFA who donate their time, making sure we
are safe from fire, and the Mini Fire Engine that was brought by two volunteers all the way
from Bendigo to the delight of the kids ; the Rover Scouts arriving at 7am to put on breakfast
and then staying on all day still smiling, the Lions, the Men’s Shed and the nurse from Macedon Ranges Health doing Men’s Health Checks – Did you have one?
Those who didn’t come to the Dinner on Saturday Night -WELL you really missed out
on a terrific dinner! Best of all, members who had been working hard all day did not have to
do anything . It was all done for us with amazing efficiency by our caterer Golden Roast. So
if you are having a family do, think of getting Golden Roast from Wallan.
It was really great to have Mal Grant, one
of the founding fathers of the Club, at the Rally,
holding court in that terrific kitchen that has been
installed in the Ractliffe with many hours of hard
work by a small crew of hard workers, led by Anthony. Mal enjoyed the day and so did the many
enthusiasts who dropped in for a yarn and a cuppa.
The Bendigo Bank were a great help, getting a two-sided sign at the entrance to Webb
Crescent installed just in time for the Rally. They loaned us the EFPOS machine used by the SES at the gate and the Marquee
used by the Caterer on Saturday night which was then re-used by the Men’s Health nurse on
Sunday.
I couldn’t have done it without the support of GVMS Committee members who assisted me constantly in the running of the Rally. Anthony was a tower of calm and knowledge ;
John took great loads off me by organising things like the Council permit, the toilets and the
bins. As well as my wife Margaret who did all the secretarial work for the Rally. Day after
day she was at her computer organizing advertizing of the Rally. Without her input, our Rally
might have been a lot different and to Lindsay Elliott, who also did the huge job of the initial
mail-outs to Member Clubs informing them of the Rally, we must give a BIG THANK
YOU. He is also the Treasurer of the club and that office has a lot to do in counting and recording the money. But there’s more than meets the eye in Lindsay. From all of us thanks.
I hope I didn’t miss someone but if I've missed you, it was not intentional, and thankyou.
Just one request: We’re always looking for photos to attach to our publicity articles. Did anyone get time to take any good photos? If you did, can you please email
me a copy?
Regards
Arthur Boyd
2019 Rally Director
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MODEL RAILWAY and TRAM REPORT by Len Redway
Model Railway
Prior to the May Rally a flurry of activity occurred by a few to try and show the public that we
had made some advances since the previous rally. Brian G was beavering away at the electrics which unfortunately the public cannot see but significant progress is being made and it is
still a work in progress. Tim R has been busy on the scenery in the main street of TAILUMBEND which is also a work in progress as the people and vehicles are yet to fully return
however the local HOLDEN dealer is up and running. Paige and Matt have started on construction work in the branchline town which is yet to be named but it does have a Hot Rod
shop. I have finally completed the station building for the TAILUMBEND station which is
based on the real Tailem Bend station but again the station complex is still a work in progress.
I have include a couple of photos of the station and will leave photos of the other works until
next time (I forgot to take them - sorry guys)
Tram 1014
Four club members recently inspected our allocated tram 1014 at the Newport Workshops
where it is stored supposedly under lock and key. Unfortunately since we received photos
from VicTrack which showed it to be complete and in good condition, vandals have broken in
and stolen brass fittings from every tram in storage (probably over 60 trams) The main damage has been to the hand rail fittings attached to the ceiling which we hope we will be able to
replicate and then repair the ceiling. On a positive note, Austrk have donated over 100 concrete sleepers which have been delivered to site. The Victorian Goldfields Railway have indicated that they should be able to help us with the supply of reclaimed 60lb rail and Pandrol
Australia have been asked if they can help with the supply of suitable fittings to clamp the rail
to the sleepers. We hope to shortly finalise the position of the display track so will soon be
looking for some volunteer labour to construct the track. At this stage delivery of the tram is
expected early in 2020

SEE NOTICE BOARD PAGES 8, 12 & 13 FOR IMPORTANT
DATES AND INFORMATION
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by TOM DEVENEY

Part 2 The Rally
The National Historic Machinery Rally was to be held at Sturt Reserve Murray Bridge on the
22nd of March 2019. This is a continuation of the previous article which covered our visit to
the rally. In this part I will highlight some of the engines and other things that might be of
interest.
Crossley brothers Francis and William set up the company Crossley Brothers in 1867 and
acquired the worldwide patent rights (except Germany) of Nikolaus Otto and Eugen Langden of Cologne for the new gas fuelled atmospheric internal combustion engine. In 1876
these rights were extended to the famous Otto four-stroke cycle engine design (from Wikipedia). This was the start of the Crossley engines dynasty some of which were displayed
at the National Rally. The engines featured were gas engines. The use of town gas rather
than motor spirt in UK factories for engines was common in the in the early 20 th Century.
This may be on fuel cost grounds, difficulties with early carburettors or insurance requirements as most factories were mainly of wood construction and factory fires were common
place. In any event, most UK engines were originally designed as gas engines up until the
First World War. For use in the colonies they would be fitted with a fuel tank and a carburettor. The Crossley engines are fitted with UK gas gear consisting of a large round gas bag
resembling large deep frying pan with a flexible membrane of some sort stretched across
the top. The atmosphere presses on the membrane cutting off the gas inlet valve when the
pressure is equalised on both sides of the membrane. This a storage bag for combustible
gas at a stable pressure slightly above atmospheric which can be drawn into the engine as
required. Engines displayed were complete with original gas bags; good examples of this
era of mechanical technology. By 1905 the Otto patents had expired and what followed was
a flood of new manufacturers and designs.
Another unusual exhibit was an Ericson Hot Air engine displayed by the Barossa club. Hot
air engines works by using the expansion of air when heat is applied to a heating chamber
in the bottom of the engine. A displacer piston and a sleeve arrangement manipulates the
temperature of air in the cylinder so that it expands and contracts alternatively which is then
converted into rotary motion. The engine on display is been coupled to a pump and is the
largest I have previously seen. The GVMS is fortunate to have a small Heinrici hot engine
which operates on a similar principle and the associated gas generator. This engine was
used in conjunction with an acetylene gas plant using calcium carbide and water to provide
gas lighting in a house. The hot air engine was used to pump the gas at low pressure to
the lighting fixtures. Hot air engines all but disappeared by the First World War.
Also displayed was a hand operated thatching machine by Clayton Farm Heritage Museum.
The machine requires human horse power to turn the handles and feed the straw into it.
Out the other end comes bundles of thatch which can be used to cover that thatch cottage
you have under construction. The lady powering the machine was called Margaret but not
Margaret Thatcher as you would expect. The museum near Border Town contains lots of
very old farm buildings and machines and looks well worth a visit if you are over near there.
This is just a taste of what can be seen at a National Rally. All the good and rare things are
on display. Get along to the next one which is at Henty NSW in 2021.
SEE PAGE 7 For PHOTOGRAPHS by Tom
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by TOM DEVENEY

Crossley engine
Showing Gas Bag

ERICSSON
Hot Air Engine
and Pump

Thatching being
made
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At the April 26 Club Meeting I submitted a letter to the Secretary advising the club that
at the AGM on September 2 I will not be standing for any position at the elections. In that
letter I stated “that I have had to work on Club matters almost every day, many times all
day, since the start of February this year.” and “All this has taken up too much of my time,
and restrained my hobby to the extent that I have lost interest, for example, I do not have
an operating Stationary Engine to take to a rally. I do not have time to repair any of them.” I
also reminded members at the June 2 club meetings.
In addition I have not had time to put my engineering workshop back together after moving
from Woodend. Nor do a lot of things related to moving and getting re-established. Also, I
feel that I am “burnt out.” No wonder, sometimes I work to midnight and after.
To refresh your memories or advise those that do not know what I do, which amounts
to about what four (4) people would do in a club.
I have been managing all the Membership aspects of the club for 6 years now. To achieve
this I secured and operate a piece of software named Carware 2 primarily written for car
club use but suits us very well. It is uncomplicated and is built on MS Excel platform. You
all see the output with your membership invoices.
Two years ago, when Barrie Thomas finished his quite long stint as Editor, I put my
hand up as I thought I could do the job of Steam Whistle Newsletter and maybe make a
significant contribution to our club. I not only compile it, I print, fold, address, snail mail it
and get it loaded on to our Website. Steam Whistle is compiled with MS Publisher.
When The last treasurer abandoned his position about November 2018, having had
treasurer experience in MRADMC (11years) I stepped up to help make sure the club continued to run.
In addition, I do a lot behind the scene for our rally, like write, print, fold, mail the invitation to 130 clubs, stallholders, and individuals. As well as other rally related duties.
I also monitor the club email, and other jobs to support the secretary. Using Word.
So, in reality, I just can’t do it any more. Its now time for 3 or 4 members to step up. I
am quite prepared to assist any member stepping into any of these positions to get established. I am preparing notes on how I do things, but another person is free to do things differently, as long as the objective is achieved. Please talk to me about these positions.

As seen in Presidents report, the club also needs a President, a Secretary and a Rally Director, as well as committee positions.
The alternative may be no club. It’s TIME. Now.
Lindsay Elliott.

1973 Leyland Tipper, Engine number 40EAU 459773 Good Off Road Farm Truck . Runs, on
Gas, has leaking rear wheel cylinder seal, Hoist is working,
Located at Compound Steam Park. Price $2000 or near offer. Phone Macka, (Tony Lewellin) 0407 320 409. or any Committee member.
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TRACTOR TREK TRAVELLERS
…June 2019 (Date to be set yet but mid month) – Peter Davies to arrange a run out

around the Talbot district. Should be good to see some private collections. Peter 0438
564 126
Mid June – Hawker and Peterborough SA – 2,200k’s over 28 days. BYO accommodation. Bob Wilson 0427 496 497
14th July 2019 Echuca along the Murray – A trek along the banks of the Murray to a
Hotel for lunch. Leaving Rotary Park Echuca at 9:00am Enter to the Park on the Bendigo
Road side please. We will go to the local servo for morning tea. Bruce 0419 550 031 .
Those traveling from Bendigo would need to leave Huntly at 7:00am please. Please let
Bruce know you are coming. **
28th July 2019 Rushworth area - Goulburn Valley Vintage Tractor & Farm Machinery Club Inc. Leave from Moora Rec reserve our normal place. There will be morning tea
first and we leave at 9:30am sharp. Lunch some where and afternoon tea before you
leave for home so bring money please. Those traveling from or through Bendigo we will
meet at Huntly CBD and leave there at 7:45am. Contact Lloyd on 58299022 and mobile
0458299466. AH to book in. **
25th August 2019 - Marong Picnic at the Marong racecourse -. We will be traveling
from Marong to an interesting place with Peter Robinson. Leaving time 9:45. Breakfast
around 8:30am. Tickets required so catch up with Neil please. Park near the horse
stalls. Lunch out somewhere but numbers coming required by 20th August please. Neil
0408033839 **
14th & 15th September 2019 Wedderburn Engine rally – The Wedderburn Engine club
will provide lunch for around $10.00 either out on the Trek or back at the rally. Separate
area for parking our tow vehicles and assembly area inside the rally grounds for us to
leave from. Leaving time 10:00am Saturday 14th. We would need to advise them how
many a few days before for lunch etc please. All enquiries to Neil 0408033839. **
21st & 22nd September 2019 - Deniliquin Collector club annual rally - This is a great
weekend with a Swap, engine & car display. . **
End of September Ballan Trek 2018. - Call Brian Barry On 0422 176 584
21st & 22nd September 2019 – Dunolly event for Central Goldfields Club - Excellent 2
day event with a tractor pull on Sunday, engine, collectables and vehicle display both
days. There is an area set aside for demonstration ploughing at this event. Refreshments available. Camping available. This is a change of date from previous events. Brian Culley 5468 1282
5th October 2019 – Goornong - Leaving from Lindsay Filbey’s farm School Road
Muskerry East on the Goornong Rushworth road. 2 ks on from Fergusons bridge.turn
right and first place on the right at 10:00am with morning tea prior to. Lindsay and Sandra will be suppling morning tea in the shed and not the house. If you require a loading
ramp please let me know by the end of September. Neil 0408033839

SEE NOTICE BOARD PAGES 8, 12 & 13 FOR IMPORTANT
DATES AND INFORMATION

Gisborne Steam Whistle No 279 JUNE 2019
1978-2019

Page 10

2019 RALLY PHOTOGRAPHS by courtesy of Elizabeth Payne
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NOW FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT - MACK TRUCKS IN APIA, SAMOA
Apia, Samoa, is the Capital city of the Samoan group of Islands in the South pacific
Ocean, and the largest city of Samoa. The city is located on the central north coast
of Upolu, Samoa's second largest island. The Apia Urban Area has a population of
36,735 (2011 census) and is generally referred to as the City of Apia. The geographic
boundaries of Apia Urban Area is mainly from Letogo village to the new industrialized region of Apia known as Vaitele.
Apia is approx. 3960km from Brisbane and in a straight line over Noumea and Fiji. Aprox
5.5 hrs flying time from Brisbane.
The photos show what happens when a road construction contractor finishes the
job and just leaves the trucks where they finished. Now overgrown with trees and vines.

Here is where it is on Earth

Sorry no magnifiers available this week

Photos by Macka Lewellin, when he was taken to
the location by his son-in-law. Macka’story led to
this article. Thanks for your contribution. Macka.
For more information talk to Macka, and maybe
check Wickipedia. (Ed.) More yet– the average
daily temperature over the whole year varies from
a low of 26.1 C to high 27.4 C. How good is that?

Gisborne Steam Whistle No 279 JUNE 2019
1978-2019

Page 12

The Club has purchased copies of this Handbook
for Club Permit holders use and information.
Loose update pages are also provided by your
club. Committee is considering compulsory purchase for CPS holders.This handbook features 12
pages of FAQ’s plus those on the additional pages.This book should answer all of your questions
and you should carry this with your log book and
club membership receipt to verify current membership.
Cost of this Handbook is just $5.00. ($7.00 Posted)
You can order from Lindsay Elliott by email, phone
or mail to club PO Box 99. Gisborne. Vic . 3437 Deposit in Bank with surname and member No. as reference, or enclose Cheque with order.

MEETINGS OVER WINTER will be held on the First Sunday of the month after
the normal last Friday Date, ie May General meeting will be held on Sunday 2nd June 2019 at
10:00 am in Macedon Ranges Car Club meeting room. And likewise, June General Meeting
will be held on July 7th , July General Meeting and AGM will be held on Sunday August 4th,
August meeting and Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday September 1st
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Committee Meeting, and Club Meeting Dates for 2018-2019
Committee Dates:June 14th 2019
August 9th 2019

Raine & Horne

Club Meeting Dates:Sunday 7th July 2019
Sunday 4th August 2019
AGM Sunday 1st September 2019

Melton Plant Hire

VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS

Your Club will require a President, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Officer,
and an Editor at the next Elections on September 1 AGM. The committee is
looking for expressions of interest from willing and available members or
partners of members, to fill these roles. The committee will provide training
and any assistance required. The positions requires attendance and reporting
for the meetings and committee meetings published for the coming year.
Some book keeping knowledge is desirable, and some computer skills will be
of assistance.
All enquiries should be directed to President Anthony Davis, or Secretary
John McKenzie. Contact details below,
Anthony Davis,
Telephone 0400 087 896 Between 7:30 pm and 8;30 pm evenings. Daytimes on
weekends, please.
Email:- anthony.davis@wh.org.au
Secretary John McKenzie 0427 886 047
Mail:- P.O. Box 99, Gisborne, Vic. 3437

Thankyou Williamsons
FoodWorks Riddells Creek
Donation of Generator.
High Quality Group supplies the crushed rock for
use at 71/4 rail and around the grounds. Please
support this supplier for Quarry products
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Calendar of Events

2019
JUNE 14

GVMS Committee Meeting

JULY 7

GVMS Club Meeting

AUGUST 4

GVMS Club Meeting

AUGUST 9

GVMS Committee meeting

AUGUST 25&26

SPEEWA Heritage Collectors Club Rally

SEPTEMBER 1

GVMS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 7 & 8 WEDDERBURN Twilight Rally, Midland Highway Wedderburn.
SEPTEMBER 16

METCALF Vintage Tractor Pull

SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS Rally Old Dunolly Racecourse

Something to do each month—so lets see lots of articles for this newsletter coming in.
Reports and articles by JUNE 2 please.
General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, Except May through August.
Committee meeting– See dates in Calendar of Events
Working Bee Days - First Sunday of the month
Please send me any calendar entries to be added. REPORTS & ARTICLES BY JUNE 2




Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter ar e not necessar ily the views of the Gisbor ne Vintage
Machinery Society. Letters and articles published under the name of an author are the views of that author only.

THE GISBORNE VINTAGE
MACHINERY SOCIETY INC.
Reg No A0029842D
CORRESPONDENCE: PO. BOX 99 GISBORNE
VIC. 3437

