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Presidents Report. 
 

Glorious sunshine met exhibitors and visitors alike at our 2015 Rally. After months of preparation, the day was a great suc-

cess with many positive reports being fielded about the day from far and wide. I would like to thank all of you who contribut-

ed to the event regardless of your level of involvement. For many it was the culmination of months of planning and effort and 

to those people, particularly our Rally Director Lindsay and his Rally Committee members I say thank you. 

  

This year saw innovation in the Rally in a number of areas...the inclusion of the popular, Camel rides, a re-introduction of the 

Rally brochure and the opening up of the "northern " exhibit site to name a few. A increase in the type and variety of food 

vendors was also a substantial change from past areas. This is part of the evolvement of the Rally as we seek to increase its 

popularity to the incumbent visitor group. As a mature and responsible group, we must always seek to determine what works 

well each year and continue to maintain that, but to also address areas of recognized deficiency.  

  

Innovation and fresh ideas are also important to ensure that our offering at the Rally is relevant, contemporary and captivating 

to our visitors. Any ideas or thoughts will be considered for future events. It was particularly pleasing to see members and 

guests enjoying themselves at the Rally Dinner. Considerable work was involved by the crew of chefs and the night was a 

great success and a sign of things to come!!! 

  

With the Rally now completed, work continues at the club at a slightly slower pace. We would love to see you at the working 

bees as their is always plenty of tasks available.  

  

We must acknowledge an award given during the latest Queens Birthday Honors Listing. Club member Neil Cheney was 

awarded an Australian Police Medal for distinguished service. Congratulations Neil, a wonderful accolade. 

  

Tim.  

  

From Around the grounds 

  

 

Wow !!! What a great Rally for 2015. Lots of good reports from around the district and beyond about the event.  

  

The steam roller restoration work is underway. The June working bee saw the removal of the front roller and the machine 

being jacked up to allow the removal and replacement of its fire tubes. The Thorneycroft crane truck was put to some very 

good (and heavy) use. 
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The Gisborne CFA have been tasked with the burning off our rubbish heaps. They are appreciative of this for training pur-

poses. 

  

With recent rains, our newly ploughed and worked "northern area" has a substantial green tinge on it. This area when re-

covered in grass will provide an extra area for displays or recreational walking areas. 

  

The club expects to hear in late June, the outcome of our Council grant application. Our request is based on the provision of 

an extension of road/walking tracks and to also include a secondary vehicle gate/exit point. 

  

Rumours abound of a proposal for an inaugural mens health breakfast to be held at the club. A great initiative being put for-

ward by club member and health professional Anthony Davis. 

  

Quite a few members were on hand to see the "R Class" and "K Class" locos as they paused at Gisborne station on the Satur-

day prior to the Rally. The engines were headed to Castlemaine and Bendigo and returned later that night. 

  

The cleaning up of the grounds and sheds in preparation for the Rally has seen much improvement. The "de cluttering" al-

lows greater access in the sheds and a better working environment. Well done to all! 

  

Plans are afoot to officially unveil the "Harry Ripp" Train Shed. A fitting tribute to a founding member and one who was 

instrumental in the development of the train area. It is invisaged that this will occur in the warmer time of Spring/Summer 

with his family an hand to officially unveil it. Standby for details later in the year. 

  

Stay warm.....From "Around The Grounds" 

  

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Don’t forget to get your member ship money and forms back to Lindsay.  As the club needs to get details back to NHMA for 

insurance cards, the sooner you get yoru renewal in, the sooner the club can do them all in one go. 

RALLY 

I extend my thanks to all members who made the 2015 Rally the fantastic success that it turned out to be. Beautiful weather, 

great tractor pull, great engine displays, terrific car, truck and tractor show, fantastic steam display,  in the compound and in 

the park as well, and excellent displays in Ractliffe.  

 

Also “down the back” with Thornycroft crane truck, Albion Truck, The Lester-Smith’s Thornycroft truck and Moline trac-

tor. And the kids entertainment, animal farm, Dingoes, Camel Rides, Jumping castles, even mini Donuts. And, of course the 

food was great all over, plenty for all.  

 

The band added that piece of musical entertainment for all and were much appreciated. The market stalls were greater in 

number this year and most want to come back next year. The crowd numbers topped it all off to make it a fantastic success.  

Well done all members and others. Again, I thank you. 

 

Lindsay. 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

SEND IN MORE PHOTOS and ARTICLES   —  PLEASE 
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Rallies and Other Events. 

Upcoming events include  

Speewa—which is held first week of August and members who have gone in previous years have reported a great rally and 

hospitality put on by the Speewa club. 

 

Wedderburn—which is the second weekend of September—right in the middle of the footy finals, again another weekend of 

great rallying and hospitality.   

 

While both these events are a little distance away I believe it is worth the trip to each. 

THE PETTY PLOUGH, A BRIGHT IDEA BUT A BEAST TO OPERATE 

The Petty Plough was manufactured by the Daniel Harvey Engineering Company of Box Hill, and developed and tested in 

close co-operation with the Petty family, orchardists in the Doncaster and Templestowe area.  It was in common use on or-

chards and vineyards in the 1940s and 50s. 

Originally designed to be drawn by 2 or 3 horses, it could just as readily be pulled by tractor.  In the days when many or-

chards had no irrigation, they relied on constant cultivation for moisture conservation and weed control.  The Petty Plough 

had very direct independent 4 wheel steering, and disks that would reach under the trees.  The operator used the hand and 

foot levers to move the whole rig left and right to plough the gaps between the trees, then move out of the way before the 

next tree.  This required split second timing, great physical strength, and an incredible level of mental concentration.  Any 

lapse would result in a ploughed out tree or a plough jammed and tangled in a big tree.  And a very angry boss because that 

tree could have taken 10 or 20 years to shape and nurture, and now out of production.  Plus a jarring halt for the horses or a 

stalled tractor.  Yet if the operator was too timid or cautious, he would leave a wide strip to be hoed out by hand.  So how 

could you win, and what an easy life we have today! 

After attending the NHMA National Rally in Tasmania, Trevor and Monty 

went to Pearn's Steamworld at Westbury, and there was a Petty Plough, see 

photo.  One of the best pioneer farming museums we have seen, and we 

stayed most of the day.  Check out their website. 



WHY NOT GET YOUR STEAM WHISTLE BY DOWNLOADING VIA THE CLUB 

WEBSITE? 

At a member's choice the Steam Whistle can be either downloaded from the website, or mailed out in paper form.  

There are significant advantages for all in downloading it from the website.... A big savings in printing and postage costs and in 

volunteer labour, immediate availability and a ready reference to back copies, no need to file paper copies you want to keep, 

photos are clearer and can be enlarged on-screen for 

closer examination, and with current computers and 

printers you get the photos in colour. 

If you still feel you need a posted paper copy, could 

you volunteer to help on the mailout working bee? 

Club Website is at    http://www.netneeds.com.au/

gisbornevintage/ 

If you have photos that you think are worth upload-

ing to the website, please let Monty know. 

 

 

 

Thomas Annual Trek to Echuca 

This year saw the Thomas’s (Mary, Rob, Barry & Karen) all making their way up to the Echuca area for the annual Stream 

Rally.  Friday was a good day for travel with a moderate amount of traffic on the way up.   Rob took his 3HP M type Inter and 

drive a McCormick Grister, whilst I drove my Sunfeed Grister with a 1 1/2 HP LB Inter.  I also had a 1 1/2 HP  M type  on 

display as well. 

All engines ran well and we had what I would call a good display with belts running showing the public how they were used.  

Monty Russell joined us on the Sunday with an engine that needed a bit of love and care (and a new spark plug).  

We caught up with the local club guys and some friends across the weekend, both at the rally and wandering around Echuca on 

the Monday.  There was a god variety of engines and other displays for all to see.  Where we were located is near where the 

draught horses do there activities so there was always something interesting happening there. 

All the normal events where on, 

blacksmiths, books, market stalls, 

steam tractors, vintage tractors, min-

iature train rides, food stalls, cars, 

horse workings.  Other Thomas fam-

ily members came and had a good 

day out. 

Next year would be good to see 

more engines there and I reckon we 

should work to refill all the com-

pounds and turn the attention back to 

the engines, 
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Ronnie,& Robyn, Bob & Sue, and Macka Set Up at Guilford. 

(Hopefully the photos tell the story) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apparently been a cool day—the fire was the best place to be.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Cliff Hayes driving tractors in the grand parade 

 

Thanks for the photos Bob & Sue. 



Fowler Roller some historical shots (well sort of) 
 

The following photos show a view of the 

club roller, covering 

 

It’s working life in the streets in Essendon, 

I think some of our members may have 

memories of that, 

 

The roller at Echuca rally 

The photos show the roller in the grand 

parade and then been loaded onto the truck 

for the trip home, unfortunately as a result 

of steel rollers on a steel ramp the roller 

needed some help to get up the ramp. 

I am aware that Noel Smithwick and  

Milne Matthews were involved in the run-

ning of the roller at Echuca (I have a even 

worse photo of the to of them driving it). 

Jeff Shepherd drive the council low loader 

which they allowed us to use to transport 

the roller between Gisborne 

and Echuca, (That is why 

one of the signs that was on 

the roller refers back to the 

council—it has since been 

removed form the front of 

the canopy 
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The roller at our Steam Rally this year.  

Due to the number of people at the rally 

it tended to stay in the one location, 

 

Since the rally the men have been busy 

making use of various sorts of equip-

ment to assist in removing the front roll-

er out to get into the front of the firebox. 

This is to allow re-tubing of the boiler 

as part of its ongoing bowler certificate 

and maintenance activities.  If you 

would to know when are happening so 

you can come down and help give one 

of the guys a call. 

 

I am going to be expecting more photos 

for the newsletter as work progresses, 

thanks  Elizabeth and Robert Payne for 

these photos of work in progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And I stuck this one in cause I could (he he) 

 

 



THE GISBORNE VINTAGE 

MACHINERY SOCIETY INC. 

Reg No A0029842D  

CORRESPONDENCE:  PO.  BOX  99  GISBORNE 

VIC. 3437  

Calendar of Events 
 

2015 

 

August 1 & 2  Speewa Rally 

August 29   Federation Picnic—Marong Race Track 

 

September 12 & 13 Wedderburn rally and tractor trek 

September 19 & 20 Deniliquin Collectors Club 11th Annual Spring Rally 

September 27  Wallan Swap Meet and Classic Car Show 

 

October 3 & 4  Murtoa Vintage Engine Rally 

October 24 & 25  Benambra Rally 

 

November 8  YVMPS Swap Meet Wandin East 

November 14 & 15 Bendigo Swap Meet 

 

January 9 & 10  Geelong Classic Truck & Machinery Show 

 

 General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, 

 Committee meeting- second Fridays at 7 

PM  

 Working Bee Days - Second Sunday of 

the month 

 

Please send me any calendar entries to be add-

ed. 

 

Disclaimer: The items published in this newslet-

ter are not necessarily the views of the Gisborne 

Vintage Machinery Society. Letters and articles 

published under the name of an author are the 

views of that author only 

 
 


