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Presidents Report

Hi all and welcome to another edition of the Steam Whistle
Sadly we mourn the passing of one of our long standing members Merv Steadman, please
see the report on Merv elsewhere in this issue.
With the wet weather upon us many projects have slowed down but we still have many
jobs that have to be done, like, work on the Perry locomotive to get it ready for its boiler inspection, over the coming months. The kitchen needs to be closed in to keep the flying rats and
ground rats at bay so we have a nice clean environment to prepare food and drinks. A lot of
work still needs to be done on the 7 ¼ railway and the model railway is progressing well and on
running days and their working bees getting good interest. Please see team leaders for direction and work that needs completion and assistance.
We have some new members, some of whom are juniors so welcome, it is important that if you
work on the 7 ¼ and the model railway that all members must have Working With Children’s
Certificates/cards for Victoria, this is obtainable from the Department of Justice Victoria.
The Club has a register of all members showing their Working With Children, High risk
Licences and Food Handlers Certificates please fill it in at meetings or working bees so that we
are all up to date, we do not need a Puffing Billy issue in the club.
Our 40th Anniversary is in October, See separate details next page.
We have put in a submission to Vic Track to get one of the trams from Newport workshops, so
this now is a watch and wait, for the process for Government decision.
We have been trying to work through some of the issues with the environmental plan for
the steam park and will be trying to have a meeting with council and attending the council meeting to ask question about the management plan.
Finally it has come to that time of the year for our AGM, Sunday 5th August 2018 and now is
your chance to help the Society by putting up your hand and help the club on the committee as
many hands make light work. Next will be my last year as president of the club and it is time for
some new blood and thoughts on the committee, we have achieved so much and there is still
so much to do in the coming years. For the AGM we have decided to make this a social get together after the meeting and the committee will work out a lunch for the day.
Stay safe and see you all at the AGM and working bee’s. Regards Anthony Davis President
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40th YEAR CELLEBRATION 13th October
13 President Anthony. With the coming of the 40th birthday of the
From

club we will be having an outing to celebrate this milestone in the club,
This will be a first in and first paid activity with possibly limited numbers.
This is what has been proposed by committee. The tour leaves Castlemaine on Saturday 13th October 2018 at 8:00 am sharp, arrives in
Echuca 11:15 am and then the return journey Departs Echuca 2:10 pm
arriving Castlemaine 5:30 pm. Cost will be $100:00 per person ($70.00
Rail Fare Excursion class, and $30.00 lunch in Echuca at probably a
pub.) The tour is open to all members and partners, and bookings
are to be made ASAP to President Anthony to determine numbers, and
Must be paid for by club meeting Sunday September 2nd. If you do
not pay by this date, you will not go on the tour. If paying by direct deposit use reference (or description) :First initial&Surname (no spaces)
Bank details are:- BSB 633-000 Account number is 136 547 817. If
paying by cash or cheque, hand to Anthony Davis as Treasurer Len is
away.

HO Rail and Treasury Report
Not a great deal to report for HO railway.
Hidden and redundant points that were causing some operating problems in the northern end
of the layout have been removed and replaced with mainline track. Unfortunately to get at
them we have had to destroy some scenery and backdrops which will now need to be replaced. Brian is continuing rewiring work on the branch line and the fiddle yard on the eastern wall. I notice a number of earthmoving vehicles have appeared on the layout, I suspect
for a photo shoot - looks like some more major scenery modifications to make a quarry to better show them off.
And a word from the Treasurer
The NHMA gives 2 months grace to renew our membership and insurance cover so anybody
that has not renewed their club membership by 31 August will not be insured and could also
theoretically be charged the $25 joining fee as a new member.
And something else to think about:Last year the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society participated in the Gisborne Christmas Parade with 4 floats for which we gained a second prize trophy and a cheque for our efforts. If
we are to go one better this year and take out first prize we will have to come up with something fairly good to remove the long standing recipients from that spot, so ANY IDEAS . Please contact Len Redway if you have and if you are able to help.
Regards Len Redway
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1973 Leyland Tipper, Engine number 40EAU 459773 Good Off Road Farm
Truck . Runs, on Gas, has leaking rear wheel cylinder seal, Hoist is working,
Located at Compound Steam Park. Price $2500 or near offer. Phone Macka,
(Tony Lewellin) 0407 320 409.

The Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society together with the Gisborne Men’s
Shed will host a Remembrance get together and afternoon tea to Celebrate
Merv Steadman’s life, at 2.00 pm on Saturday afternoon 4th August 2018, in
the Macedon Ranges & District Motor Club clubrooms at the Steam Park
Compound Webb Cres New Gisborne. All Welcome. Members please bring a
plate.

The winning ticket for
Wheelbarrow raffle at Rally 20th May 2018
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MERVYN (Merv) STEADMAN 1927-2018
Merv Steadman joined the club around 1979 and from all reports, right from
that start he was dedicated to akll things that were happening, from assisting
with the restoration of the Ruston Hornsby portable engine to shovelling dirt
to landscape the ‘Steam Park”. The caption on the photo next page where he
is pictured with wife Kath, sums up a lot. “Well I’ve always been interested
in things that move” He had stationary engines, at least a Lister 3.5 HP a
Sundial 2 hp, and a Sundial 4hp, that he displayed in 1988 (the club’s first
rally at Steam Park) and again in 1989. then possibly even later but the records are a bit lean. There seems to be a number of photos around showing his
actions with club “things. When he was about 70 years old he started making
working models of various old steam engines and proudly displayed them for all to see. He was a
keen 71/4” rail enthusiast and built 2 Steam Locos.
Merv was awarded Life Membership of our club in the mid 90’s for his work and dedication over
the years. It is also understood he was a Life member of Altona Club too. In later years after Kath
passed away, he joined the Gisborne Men’s Shed where he was able to commute to on his mobility
scooter.
Here is what other longstanding members had to say.
From Ian Northcott. Mer v was always keen to get the 71/4” rail system up and running , he
would always come to working bees and shovel dirt and ballast with his small shovel and work until
he was tired.
He decided to build a 71/4” steam loco and set to on his beloved lathe to manufacture everything, even the taps. His granddaughter showed an interest so Merv decided to built her one too. So
two locos were made side by side. He finished both locos and ran them both on the Gisborne track.
Merv then got the bug for making models and spent huge amounts of time in his machine shop finishing these items which he then showed at our Steam Rallies
Merv was a tireless worker to get the Steam Park up and running in the early days and spent
many days landscaping at working bees. Ian.
From Arthur Boyd
My recollection is of a man that was always there when you needed good council.
Merv joined the Gisborne Steam Society about 18 months after it was formed, and he, and Tom Sankey with his bulldozer, and Milne Matthews also with a small dozer, were involved in levelling the
extra soil from the Freeway works that was dumped in piles etc Milne pulled out of the levelling on
safety grounds.
Both Merv and Tom Sankey were awarded Life Membership about the same time.
Also, when the 7.25 gauge railway was being built Merv and Milne Matthews built the points ,
(after Harry Ripp’s didn't work) also both where involve in building sections of the track from the
saw tooth building.
Merv built a number of 7.25 gauge steam loco's and spent most of the day in his workshop and
when it was lunch time his wife would ring the bell on the workshop door, Merv would open it, take
the lunch and close it. One engine still owned by his son John. There have been number of photos of
this loco in the AME over time.
When there was a dispute between members Merv was always there to keep the peace. When Merv
had finish the 7.25 locos he had a very good metal workshop with lathes and milling machines etc
and what to do with them, SO after a trip to UK he started building Model steam engines, steam operated air pumps etc, which he displayed around Victoria with his good friend Peter Pilbean.
Merv was a great 7.25 gauge person and from memory went to all AALS conventions around the
country with the whole family and grand kids, who all could drive his steam locos with ease, sometimes I think better than adults.
We will all miss a Great Man and a Great Modeller and a friend to many. Arthur.
Others will have many stories to tell and you can have the opportunity on August 4 2018, see Page 5.
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Merv proudly displaying his model Engines

From L to R Harry Ripp, Bob Ballinger,
Tony Evans, Jack Sankey, small boy
Christopher Evans, Merv Steadman,
John Steadman on end.

The Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society together with the Gisborne Men’s Shed
will host a Remembrance get together and afternoon tea to Celebrate Merv Steadman’s life, at 2.00 pm on Saturday afternoon 4th August 2018, in the Macedon
Ranges & District Motor Club clubrooms at the Steam Park Compound Webb Cres
New Gisborne. All Welcome. Members please bring a plate.
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The Club Permit Scheme applies to vehicles 25 years and older. Under the CPS the permit holder is
required by Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society inc to observe the rules for CPS including those
shown below:- Maintains financial membership of the club at all times.
This means that you must renew your membership by June
30 each year.
- The vehicle is, and is kept, safe and roadworthy
- The vehicle is not used for commercial purposes
- Make sure that the Log book with permit, Your receipt for
your club membership, are carried at all times. In addition,
you are advised to carry a copy of the Club Permit Handbook
- And a Logbook entry is completed if the vehicle is moved
more than 100 metres from its garaged address.
- Be aware of the significance of the modest fees and benefits
members using the scheme, users must consider it a privilege,
Not a right. Abuse of the scheme could result in serious implications for the user, their club or even the scheme .
Our club has entered into and signed an agreement with VicRoads to administer the scheme within the
club in accordance with rules set down by VicRoads. These requirements are summarized as follows:- Provide VicRoads with a list of nominated and authorized Office Bearers . In our case
These are:Jeff Shepherd Club Permit Safety Officer
Noel Smithwick Authorised Signatory
Trevor Dunn Authorized Signatory
- Maintain a register of club permit holders and club per mit vehicles oper ated by member s.
This is done from information provided by you when you renew your club membership and
The copy of your renewal paperwork as required. This register ins maintained by Membership Registrar Lindsay Elliott.
- Maintain a register of DATED photographs for all vehicles for which an initial club
permit is sought . This register is also maintained by club Registrar, and a copy is also retained
Club Permit Officer Jeff Shepherd.
- Provide Endorsement of Club Permit Applications for our club these ar e as follows:Jeff Shepherd ;- Only Jeff for Initial Applications, also Renewals and payment of club fee
Noel Smithwick:- for Renewals, and payment of club fee.
Trevor Dunn:- For Renewals, and payment of club fee.
- Notify VicRoads within 7 days if the club becomes awar e of any of the following,
- Incorrect use.
- Vehicle becomes ineligible
- Club member has not paid membership by due date (ie. 30 June )
- Failed to maintain safety compliance
- Vehicle has been sold or otherwise disposed of and permit and plates returned as required
to VicRoads.
For initial application our club requires you to get your paperwork signed by Jeff Shepherd only and
supply photocopies of your paperwork to Jeff, and also supply DATED photographs of your vehicle.
Images of front, drivers side, rear, driving position with drivers door open showing dash etc, ID plates
showing chassis number and engine number. Digital photos are fine but make sure your camera is set to
show date of photograph (Usually available to set in camera Menu setings) Please do not send undated
photos. If you cannot take them dated, please ask a club member who can. If a problem, talk to Jeff
Shepherd. Provide also a copy of the RWC.

CONTINUED PAGE 5
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For further reference see the following:The Victorian Club Permit Logbook Scheme-Handbook, Published by AOMC, copies are available from Signatories at $5.00 each. Committee is considerin
VicRoads Website:https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme
On this site you can see all that is required for Club Permit, including downloading forms required.
Also see Federation of Vintage Veteran & Classic Vehicle Clubs inc website:.http://www.federation.asn.au/
On this site you can view 52 pages of Licenced Vehicle Testers and other letters and pages of
interest.
AND You will need a Roadworthy Certificate for the vehicle, Car s, Tr ucks, Motor Bikes,
For Tractors. Talk to Jeff Shepherd.

Summarizing, the forms you will need, assuming the vehicle is not Modified (see above website)
are:
- Roadworthy Certificate.
- Club Permit Application (VicRoads)
- Vehicle Eligibility and Standards
Declaration for Club Permit Vehicles
form. (VicRoads)

Whatever you have to do ring Jeff Shepherd first and let him know what’s happening.

The Club has purchased copies of
this Handbook for Club Permit
holders use and information. Loose
update pages are also provided by
your club. Committee is considering
compulsory purchase for CPS holders.This handbook features 12 pages
of FAQ’s plus those on the additional pages.
Cost of this Handbook is just $5.00.

As you can see from all of the above
the CPS scheme as administered by
your club is not a simple matter and
consumes considerable time for
those carrying out the required duties. Please help us with by providing
all the required paperwork etc
straight off.
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FEDERATION COMMITTEE REPORT TO MEMBER CLUBS Continued
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Woods' Farming and Heritage Museum and Murtoa Stick Shed
A few weeks ago we decided to go for a few days in the direction of Adelaide to see the
site of the National Engine rally to be held there early next Year. After that we would do
what South Australia is famous for; visiting wineries. As it was on the way we decided to
drop into Murtoa (near Horsham) and have a look at the famous stick shed. I had worked
around Murtoa in the 1980s but had not seen the inside of the old wheat sheds. As the sole
survivor of the temporary grain sheds it is an interesting experience. The cavernous interior supported by long timber poles from the Dandenong’s’ is really quite something to see.
As the guide explained, this survivor is the smaller of two at Murtoa and a shed of about 4
times the size that was
located at Dunolly and
demolished in the
1980s. The shed was
open on Sunday mornings when we visited
but this could vary at
other times of the year.
After visiting the stick
shed we became aware
of the nearby Woods
Farming and Heritage
Museum but this had to
be left for the return
journey.
Having enjoyed visits to the Clare and Barossa valleys, we headed for home early and
reached Rupanyup about mid-afternoon. The Woods Farming and Heritage Museum was
created by the Woods brothers from their collection of farming memorabilia as well as donations and purchases of old farming implements. The Museum is primarily located in a
large shed with other sheds housing farming equipment and tractors. Part of the main museum shed is divided up into “shops” each setup with memorabilia from the 1920s and earlier, generally with relevance to the local area. There is virtually a shop of every kind, a
dental surgery end a local hospital ward. On display are things that people over 60 may
have seen in real life but most come from about 100 years ago. The museum also has a collection of clothing from the 1900s to 1930s all in very good condition; not something that
can be found elsewhere.
The back half of the shed contains an extensive collection of
stationary engines, many quite
unusual as well as smaller farm
machines; gristers and chaff cutters etc. There are also some of
the older and rare tractors to be
seen. In the farming machine
and tractor shed there are more
headers than I think I have ever
seen in one place. There is also a
great line-up of tractors with a
Fordson to suit every taste in
addition to representatives of
other makes. The atmosphere is very friendly; our guide Michael Woods, the surviving
Woods brother, knew the history and background of everything in the museum. The Museum itself was established to preserve the heritage of this part of Victoria for the enjoyment of all and to ensure the Woods brothers collection is not dispersed and lost. If you
visit, and you should, you will need at least half a day to see it all.
Contined Page 9
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Woods' Farming and Heritage Museum and Murtoa Stick Shed Continued
Rupanyup is about 300km from Melbourne and slightly over 3 hours driving. The ideal visiting strategy is to plan the journey so that both the stick shed and farm Museum can be seen in
the same or consecutive days. Because of the distance and driving time from Melbourne or
Gisborne an overnight stay at one of the towns in the area is the best strategy. Details and
opening times for both attractions can be found on the internet. Tom Deveney.

TRACTOR TREKS

15th July 2018 Echuca along the Murray – A trek along the banks of the Murray
to a venue for lunch. Leaving Rotary Park Echuca at 9:00am Enter to the Park on the Bendigo
Road side please. We will go to the local servo for morning tea. Lunch at the Winery/Hotel at
around $20.00 each. Bruce 0419 550 031 . Those traveling from Bendigo would need to leave
Huntly at 7:00am please. Please let Bruce know you are coming. **
29th July 2018 Rushworth area - . Goulburn Valley Vintage Tractor & Farm Machinery Club Inc. Leave from Moora Rec reserve our normal place. There will be morning tea first
and we leave at 9:30am sharp. Lunch some where and afternoon tea before you leave for home
so bring money please. Those traveling from or through Bendigo we will meet at Huntly CBD
and leave there at 7:45am. Contact Lloyd on 0458299466 or 58299432 AH to book in. **
26th August 2018 - Marong Picnic at the Marong racecourse -. We will be traveling
from Marong to Kangaroo Flat with Peter Robinson. Leaving time 9:45. Breakfast around
8:30am. Tickets required so catch up with Neil please. Park near the horse stalls. Lunch out
somewhere but numbers coming required by 20th August please. Neil 0408033839 **
8th & 9th September 2018 Wedderburn Engine rally – The Wedderburn Engine club
will provide lunch for around $10.00 either out on the Trek or back at the rally. Separate area for parking our tow vehicles and assembly area inside the rally grounds for us to leave
from. Leaving time 10:00am Saturday. We would need to advise them how many a few days
before for lunch etc please. All enquiries to Neil 0408033839. **
15th & 16th September 2018 - Deniliquin Collector club annual rally - This is a
great weekend with a Swap, engine & car display. . **
End of September Ballan Trek 2018. - Call Brian Barry On 0422 176 584
22nd & 23rd September 2018 – Dunolly event for Central Goldfields Club - Excellent 2 day event with a tractor pull on Sunday, engine, collectables and vehicle display both
days. There is an area set aside for demonstration ploughing at this event. Refreshments
available. Camping available. This is a change of date from previous events. Brian Culley
5468 1282
Please note change of weekend for this one.
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From Neil Cheney. This is the Recipe requested.

INGREDIENTS
· 2 teaspoons olive oil
· 1 brown onion, finely chopped
· 1 red capsicum, seeded, finely chopped
· 1 green capsicum, seeded, finely chopped
· 2 teaspoons Mexican chilli powder
· 2 garlic cloves, crushed
· 1kg low fat Beef Mince
· 2 cups (500ml) beef stock
· 400g can diced tomatoes in tomato paste
· 400g can kidney beans, drained, rinsed
· 2 teaspoons oregano powder
· 1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
· Steamed rice, to serve
· Sour cream & grated tasty cheese, to serve
METHOD
· Step 1
Heat the oil in a large heavy based saucepan over medium heat. Add the onion and capsicum and
cook, stirring, for 5 mins or until softened. Add the garlic and Mexican chilli powder. Cook for 2 mins or until fragrant. Add the mince. Cook, stirring with a wooden spoon to break up any lumps, for 5 mins or until
browned.
· Step 2
Stir in stock, tomato, kidney beans, oregano and vinegar and bring to the boil. Reduce heat to low
and simmer for 1 hour or until thickened.
· Step 3
Divide rice among serving plates. Top with chilli con carne, sour cream and grated tasty cheese.

FOR SALE

The Club is offering it’s TORO Zero turn
deck mower with diesel motor, for sale Price
$3500 ono

FOR SALE

Motsinger Auto Sparker Low Tension Magneto
for International Famous Engine (circa 1910)
$700 Ian Northcott 0423 930 991

TRADES REGISTER

When the club decided that it would be a good idea to
set up a trades Register, I noted that there was quite
vocal support for this to be set up. What has happened? I have received only two references. So members, please see what you can do about that.

LOOK
HERE

K
E

Gisborne Steam Whistle No 271 June 2018
40 YEARS 1978 – 2018

Page 13

2018 Annual General Meeting Nomination and Proxy Form.
Please be advised that the Annual General meeting of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society will be
held on the Sunday 5th August 2018 at 10:00 AM in the Macedon Ranges & District Motor Club rooms,
at Webb Crescent , New Gisborne. The forms below are for nomination of committee members.
The Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc.
Annual General Meeting Nomination Form
I ___________________________________________ being an eligible member of the
Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. hereby nominate
_____________________________________________ for the position of
_____________________________________________
Signature

Date

Seconded

Signature

Date

Signature of the nominee accepting nomination _______________________________
This form is to reach the secretary by 5.00pm 28/07/2018
The Secretary
Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc.
PO Box 99
Gisborne 3437

Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc.
Form of Appointment of Proxy
I, ______________________________

of ____________________________________

Being an eligible member of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society Inc. appoint
_________________________________ of ___________________________________
Also being an eligible member of the Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society as my proxy to vote on my
behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the Society to be held on Sunday 5/8/2018 and at any adjournment of the 2018 AGM.
This form must be in the possession of the society secretary prior to the commencement of the AGM.
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Calendar of Events
Planning Meeting for 71/4 miniatur e r ailway Car club r ooms 7:30pm. All
Welcome.
Tractor Trek RUSHWORTH area See Page 9

August 4

GVMS & Gisborne Mens Shed Remembrance get together for Merv Steadman
MRADMC Clubrooms 2.00pm All Welcome Members bring a plate.

August 5

Annual General Meeting at 10:00am followed by a Barbeque lunch.

August 25-26

SPEEWA Heritage Collectors Club Annual Rally see flyer page contact Warren
5037 6680 or Cliff 5034 6230

August 26

Tractor Trek MARONG PICNIC car show See Page 9

September 2

DRYSDALE RAILWAY STATION. Bellarine Vintage Machinery Group.
Fathers Day. Steam train rides, Steam engines Vintage engines tractors etc,
Contact Neal Pearson 0409 420 785 Bob DeVries 0438 593 292

September 8 –9

WEDDERBURN Twilight Rally Contact Tr evor Bailey (03) 5494 3152

Something to do each month—so lets see lots of articles for this newsletter coming in.
Reports and articles by AUGUST 11th please.

General meetings - always 7 PM last Friday of the month, Except May through August.
Committee meeting– See dates in Calendar of Events
Working Bee Days - First Sunday of the month
Please send me any calendar entries to be added. REPORTS & ARTICLES BY AUGUST 11th
Disclaimer: The items published in this newsletter are not necessar ily the views of the Gis



MEETINGS OVER WINTER will be held on the First Sunday of the month after
the normal last Friday Date, ie May General meeting will be held on Sunday 3rd June 2018 at
10:00 am in Macedon Ranges Car Club meeting room. And likewise, June General Meeting
will be held on July 1st , July General Meeting and AGM will be held on Sunday August 5th,
and August General meeting will be held on Sunday September 2nd.

THE GISBORNE VINTAGE
MACHINERY SOCIETY INC.
Reg No A0029842D
CORRESPONDENCE: PO. BOX 99 GISBORNE
VIC. 3437

