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Next newsletter will be mid September —get your Articles in by early September. 
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Presidents Report 
 

I would like thank you all for your efforts and participation in club activities and look forward to ongo-

ing activities involving you all.  It has been fairly quiet over winter and Robyn and I have taken the liber-

ty of enjoying 3 weeks holidaying in France. 

 

Over the coming weeks and months we need to get the boiler inspections completed and the units back 

together.  We need to do something about drainage for the steam shed as the recent rains have filled it up 

with about an inch or two of water where the old wash bay was. 

 

Thanks to all those that contributed in their different ways to the raffle. 

 

Over the coming months as the weather warms up I hope to see you at working bees and getting out to 

the various rallies and such.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Reminder that your subscriptions are now due.  This allows me to ensure that your NHMA insurance is 

applied for on time and no inconveniences when attending other rallies. 

 

Also if membership is not paid promptly, by law we are obligated to notify Vic Roads on any unfinancial 

member who owns a vehicle with red plates that has a permit with our club.  The vehicle is deemed un-

registered. 

 

We welcome two new members to our club.  

 

Anthony Davis of New Gisborne (Steam interest)  

Ian Northcott of Macedon (Stationary Engine &  Tractor interest) 



 

Our first raffle was drawn at our Friday evening meeting, with the following winners; 

 

1st Prize.........T Atkins No.1377 (Melton) 

2ndPrize…....A.Penny No. 133 (Essendon) 

3rd Prize........B. Thomas No 1720 Mooroolbark) 

4th Prize…... A Clare No. 488 (Macedon) 

 

A big thanks to Tim Reid for 'First' prize and all the documentation and procedure leading up to the draw. 

Also thanks to Lindsay Elliott for collating all the raffle books and money and all those of you who sold 

the tickets.  (Ed: Full report from Tim below) 

 

Get Well 
 

A number of members are suffering from various illnesses and best wishes go out to them.  Dot Bradshaw 

is having some ankle surgery this month—the rumour is so she can catch Ron when he goes off to buy 

more engines.  

 

Northerly and Rally Activities  
 

As mentioned over the coming months there are a number of activities in the northern area of the club 

base.  The key events are the Kilmore Show, Australia Day in Broadford and the Seymour expo next Feb-

ruary.  Dates for these are in the calendar. 

 

If you haven’t been involved in these events in the past, please bring up something for the display and join 

with other members to put on a great show.  These events are both good fundraisers, good ways of show-

ing our club to the public and most importantly—a great way to touch base with other club members.  We 

are a very widespread club and often members don’t know each other—please use these opportunities to 

get to know each other. 

 

Contact point for the Kilmore Show is Bob Hempbill, Aust Day Ron Bradshaw or Gary Gladigau, Sey-

mour Expo Rod Roberts or Gary Gladigau.  Space at Kilmore and the Seymour Expo is limited, so please 

give the contact points a call asap.  

 

Other events in the Northern area—but further afield, include Wedderburn, Muckleford and Dunolly  ral-

lies, and swaps like the Bendigo, Lancefield and Wandin Swap meetings.  Any events that need to be in 

the calendar, please let the editor know. 

 

Raffle Report,  
  

Our raffle was drawn at the July meeting and all winners have been notified. A little over $2000 was 

raised and thanks must go to a number of people. 

  

Firstly to our President Noel, ably assisted by his Wife (our Secretary Robyn,) who were able to furnish 

the appropriate authorities with the required paperwork formalities. 

This process proved problematic due to an absence of some of these documents from the Club's files! This 

process took two years as we had to wait for our AGM to ratify some documentation and then we had to 

wait for final approval. 

  

Trevor, kindly arranged the printing and distribution of the tickets and Lindsay volunteered and took on 

the task of raffle ticket recovery and reconciliation prior to the draw. 
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Well done all! 

 

A special mention also goes to Drew, who sold an 

unbelievable amount of tickets on our Rally Day. 

To boost our sales, we occupied a stall at the July 

Gisborne market and thanks go to Dave Hubbard for 

organizing this. Members who volunteered on the 

day included, Lindsay, Trevor, Bill, Dave and Gun-

ther.  

 

Lindsay braved the below zero temperature at 7am in 

the dark to help set up and kindly displayed his car 

which provided a lot if interest. 

 

We thank our prize donors for their kind donations, 

without which, we could not have had a raffle. 

 

In a perfect world, we would have liked a longer sell-

ing period and the ability to have been able to send 

all members a book of tickets, but we were locked in 

to expiry dates on some of our prizes. 

 

Thank you to all who sold or purchased tickets. 

 

Tim Reid. 

 

 

Membership Badges 
 

Membership Name Badges - contact Trevor if you want a replacement badge, as they are looking at get-

ting some made, I am unsure of the cost - but they are fairly cheap. 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Reminder that a member of this group needs to take over this role in October. 

 

Around the Grounds -  From "The Insider" 

 

The Rally may have come and gone but their is action aplenty. 

  

Neil has been extremely busy of late. Pre-Rally he completely cleaned and reorganized the kitchen and 

kindly provided lunch on the Saturday of Rally weekend. Of late he has been cleaning up the club 

grounds and has attended to many trees requiring attention. 

  

Monty has donated a picnic table and chairs and whilst the weather is not suitable now, it will be a great 

place to sit and eat and enjoy the view. Thanks Monty! 

  

Trevor continues to beaver away behind the scenes. We have had a number of chairs provided by Trevor 
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which will provide more comfort when meetings return to the club grounds in Summer. Trevor has 

sourced these from various places and is always on the lookout! Trevor also co-ordinates the mail out of 

the newsletters as well as acting as Club Treasurer. He also sourced our wonderful coloured flags which 

we displayed on Rally day.  PHEW!!! How does he fit it all in! 

A busy man devoted to our club! 

  

Dave Hubbard assisted Tim and cut and re-welded some sections of the 7 1/4" track prior to the Rally. 

  

Rob has been outstanding in the work that he has completed in recent times for the club. Providing ex-

cavating equipment, he has assisted with numerous projects including a clean up of the compound, in-

stallation of the new gates, movement of earth around the toilet and the removal of fallen trees. None of 

this would have been possible without his enthusiasm, equipment and can-do attitude. Thanks Rob! 

  

Drew M is often helping Rob in these projects or selling raffle tickets to who ever stops nearby.  

  

Thanks also to Jeff Sheppard who again provided his own equipment and time to prepare the grounds 

and toilet facilities prior to the Rally. A fantastic effort! 

  

Two tractors went hard at it prior to the Rally. Mac Reynolds and Bob Hemphill cut the big stuff while 

David Brown and Tim rode in ever decreasing circles with their ride-on versions. Our new member 

Chris spent hours toiling with a brush cutter beside the Perry track and spraying weedkiller widely. 

  

We have two huge piles of vegetative material waiting to be burnt off. Should be quite a spectacle! 

Maybe next working bee? 

  

Tim reports the train park is closed for the Winter recess, but reopens in time for Fathers Day and a spe-

cial open day including lucky dips for the children. They have been gifted some railway signals 

which can be put to good use. 

  

What's the next big Club project to tackle? The boys who undertook the rejuvenation of the Machinery 

Museum are probably getting itchy feet, ready to get stuck into another project. 

Lets have some ideas! Ground improvements?, Re-flooring and cleaning the loco shed? or continuing 

the compound clean-up? 

  

Members were spotted spruiking and selling raffle tickets at the July Gisborne Market. The set up of 

the Raffle tent was conducted in the dark at 7am at minus one degree and it warmed up to a "tropical" 8 

degrees later that day! Well done chaps! 

  

Working bees are still well attended and a sausage in bread lunch is provided. Come along and help out 

and enjoy the club spirit. We need assistance all year round, not just in the lead up to the Rally. 

  

Heard a whisper that Dave Hubbard is working on a new fundraising project! Involves a Spring time 

Garage\swap event at our grounds???!!! Get onboard this project. Another great idea to raise funds. 

Good work Dave! Maybe we will see the inaugural "Gisborne Whole Of Town Garage Sale"??? He is 

looking for assistance, give him a call! 

  

Some of our steam equipment requires testing. Noel will co-ordinate the necessary strip down and parts 

removal from the engines. Volunteers required! Old clothes required, water and soap provided! 

  

A big welcome to our new members! Some come equipped with steam and boiler tickets!!! 
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We hope you enjoy your association. 

  

That's all for now! Over and Out! 

 

 

Thomas and Echuca. 
 
I need to be careful as I may insult some Rotarians as I give a bit of a summary of the 50th Echuca 

rally.  A number of us ventured out this year to attend the 50th rally and whilst we were all hoping 

for a big event, it didn’t turn out to be quite so big. 

Karen and I headed up on Friday, catching up with Mum and Dad at the ground and unloading the 

engines in readiness for an early start Saturday. 

 

It had been raining at home the days leading up to Echuca so we weren't quite sure what to expect, 

taking all the wet weather gear, when we should have just taken the thermals as it was certainly cold, 

especially early Saturday and Sunday morning as we wandered over to the compounds to get the 

show happening.  

 

For those who aren’t aware, we used to run engines when we were running the portable track at 

Hanging Rock and on one of those days a check valve ball decided to sneak past the wire holding it 

in and made a mess of my International M cylinder.  A number of years later, quite a few dollars in-

vested in a new sleeve and a challenge date, the engine was finally back together.  This meant some 

flywheels came out of the spare bedroom where visitors had wondered what they were. 

 

Dad helped me on the Saturday to check the timing and once set, I pulled the engine over by hand 

and off she ran—first time for quite a number of years.  On Sunday we re-checked everything and ran 

it for a few hours—all good.  The weekend was a series of engine timings for the Thomas’s as we 

needed to reset the timings on Dad’s Moffat Virtue, then I managed to slip the timing chain off the 

Lister J with an oil can so that needed timing as well and the M wasn’t quite right. 

Overall the engine numbers seemed to be up with a number of clubs represented.  It was good to see 

one of the old compounds pretty much full. 

 

On the Saturday night the Rotary had organised a celebratory dinner to celebrate the 50th Rally.  Un-

fortunately this turned out to be a Rotary focused dinner and a number of us went away a little disap-

pointed about the night.  Moama bowls club was the venue and a good meal was put on by them.  

(Sorry any Rotarians who I may offend).   

 

All the normal activities and events were on—although things had been moved around a bit.  The 

steam exhibits seemed to be quite high in number and of course Sunday saw the traditional burning 

of the dunny.  

 

It was good to catch up with a number of you over the weekend, and I would one day like to see one 

of the clubs steam exhibits back up—but of course that comes at a cost and personal effort by a small 

number of members. 

 

We were all made welcome by the Echuca club and look forward to going back to their rally next 

year. 

 

 



Gisborne Steam Whistle August 2013  Page 6 

 

PC’s Laptops Email and Viruses. 

 

I understand that recently our club email account got infected by a virus and this in term impacted some 

of our members PC’s and laptops when they opened what they thought was a safe email from the club 

address. 

 

I am not going into where this particular virus came from as I don’t have enough detail to make a quali-

fied conclusion.  I am sorry but when dealing with IT in a big organisation it always comes down to the 

facts.   

 

Regardless of that, what I can advise is some basic things that every one who has a computer should do 

to protect their computer and any secure information on it.  I have asked the committee to take some 

other actions as well to check our club website, to give us all a better peace of mind. 

 

There are two main causes of annoyance, tracking cookies - which are used to track what you are doing, 

so when for example I go back to EBay it shows me all sorts of old engine stuff, as that is what I have 

been looking at previously —annoying but not likely to cause damage. 

 

The other cause is the actual viruses—which can go from being a nuisance to deleting all your files on 

your hard disk, or sending mails with the virus embedded in it to all your contacts, and these are the 

ones to avoid. 

 

Get a decent antivirus software toolkit, this usually means spending some money on the likes of MacA-

fee, Norton's, Sophos or one that is recommended by the shop you brought your computer from. 

 

Make sure the antivirus software is running at all times, if you turn it off—you are basically opening the 

flood gates.   

 

Make sure your antivirus is set to update the signatures and they are kept up to date.  The virus monkeys 

(can’t think of a polite way to describe them) are busy whilst I  am typing your newsletter generating 

another virus.  My work laptop is always up to date as it is on the internet every day and has a daily ac-

tivity to update these signatures, my home one, if it hasn’t been on for a few days, before I do anything I 

get the signatures back up to date.  The signatures are the unique identifier of the special code the virus 

writers use to hack your PC and the virus software is looking for those.  New viruses have new signa-

tures so if your antivirus doesn’t know a signature—you are open to infection. 

 

Set up the antivirus to scan files on open—so that if you are opening a file from me it gets checked be-

fore it does any damage.  If you want to install something on your PC from the internet, make sure it is 

something you think should be installed.  Also be wary of messages saying you need to update your sig-

natures from other software on the internet—these will then install software which often turns off your 

antivirus. 

 

Run a scan every so often to clean up anything that may have snuck in.   

 

If you don’t know how to do these things—please get help—and if in doubt talk to who you brought 

your computer off—hopefully it was a reputable shop/outlet.  If you buy off the back of a truck—I wish 

you well.  Not worth the false saving in the end.  You can buy Norton's for 3 to 5 home PC’s for some-

thing like $100 a year—pretty cheap if you have to pay a technician dollars to fix up your computer. 

 

Another trick to protect yourself from unwanted replies is to bcc (Blind Carbon Copy), which stops 
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basic pests, but unfortunately the smart cookies will find a way to work out the real addresses. 

 

Please remember to take care with your browsing.  

 
MURDER .......... MURDER ............ !!   

 

Some “digital cleaning” has occurred to this Billhead - including deletion of addressee as personally I 

see little to be gained in retention of the name.   [Mal Grant.]      GLOBE MOTOR & TAXI Co. Ltd., 

were builders of a number of truck bodies for military authorities during W.W. 1.; as suppliers of hire 

cars and one taxi, there is another story behind G. M & T. Co. 

 

“MURDER” she cried: right it wasn’t a matter of the Globe Motor & Taxi Co. Ltd. planning or carry-

ing out such an horrific crime, rather it was purely that their only taxi was involved. Read on: “Steam 

Whistle” is diverse to say the least !   Steam, fuel, collectables now MURDER : you can say you read 

it in this newsletter.  Well not full truth but years of collecting, the writer has only just discovered the 

murder connection, so a little bit of exaggeration has been included.  Despite the foregoing there is the 

real truth ?  What is the reason for this [and later story?] ok, it is to show that no matter where we look 

there is a “story” and in this instance it has come about by one man’s collection of Billheads which 

some may say are irrelevant to our hobby.  Others might agree with the writer; what is your opinion; 

have I wasted my time once again or has some knowledge been gained ?   Oh the murder: I am still 

working on that part. [next issue ?] 

 

        Comments to our P. O. Box 99 Gisborne or malud@vic.chariot.net.au 



THE GISBORNE VINTAGE 

MACHINERY SOCIETY INC. 

Reg No A0029842D  

CORRESPONDENCE:  PO.  BOX  99  GISBORNE 

VIC. 3437  

Calendar of Events 
2013 
August 25   Federation Picnic Marong. 

 

September 1  Emerald Bank Heritage Rally, Shepparton  

September 1/2 Dunmunckle Sump Oilers Vintage Rally Murtoa 

September 7/8  Wedderburn Rally 

September 21 Deniliquin Collectors Rally 

. 

October 6  Streatham and District Historical Society - Historical Event 

October 5    Central Goldfields Annual Rally - Old Racecourse Dunolly 

October 5  Sunraysia Tractor Pull 

October 12/13      Melbourne Meccano Club Exhibition Brighton Philatelic Society Hall 
   Cnr Gardenvale & Magnolia Rds Gardenvale  
October 13  Alexandra Heritage Festival—at Tramway 

October 20   Lancefield Show 

October 25   Annual General Meeting—Gisborne Council Building 

 

November 2  Lake Goldsmith Rally 

November 10 Lancefield-Romsey Swap Meet 

November 16/17 Bendigo Swap Meet 

 

December 7  Kilmore Show 

December 8 Moora Vintage Harvest Festival  

 

2014—February 14 16 Seymour Expo. 

•  General meetings - always last Friday of the month, 

 Working Bee Days - first Sunday of the month 

Next Newsletter will be written mid September—so if you have something for it please get it to 

me—even in written form. 


