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Greetings Members! We have had a number of instances of cars entering the
Steam Park Grounds because the gate hasn't been locked behind you. If cars do get
in, please ask questions courteously and record any information you get. Especially
record the car reg number. Then phone me on 0419 897 721 to report it. You are
the Club's Security when you are on the Ground. If they came onto your property
you would always ask; please do the same here. It's getting to the stage where we
are talking about installing cameras because of the constant intrusions mainly by
Council. This is serious. Things are happening! At our last Working Bee we had a
great number of members, 27 turned up and busied themselves getting the
Ground and the Compound into good shape. So what's next? The steel under the
car-port needs to be moved. Anthony has some ideas about that. There is still a
pile of wood against one of the buildings with machinery underneath it, which we
think is a sand blaster. At the next Working Bee, date TBA, we need to move it to a
more secure area. At the last Run Day cum Working Bee day on March 1, we had
VISITORS! Eight Cobden Miniature Railway members brought their train with them
and ran it along with ours all day. We put on a Barbecue lunch and all enjoyed a
social get-together and exchange of ideas in the Ractliffe. In the next few days the
two Containers should arrive for the Miniature Railway workshop. Last Saturday
we had the Macedon Ranges Music Festival. It was a bit cold but 8 members came
along so we could keep the Tram (windows) safe and huddled in the Model Railway
Shed, taking turns to pop out and run the Train and keep an eye on the Tram.
Those who came for the music were well entertained with a good mix of performers and food until about 10pm. The Miniature Railway ran to keep the kids interested from 1pm till 6pm. Drivers for the day were Kerry, Jacko and Anthony. Adrian
and Heather came for the late shift (thank you!!!) and Brian manned the Model
Railway most of the day with Quinn. Gary and Anthony shivered through the late
afternoon beside the Tram. We had a little boy of 8 years who could not stay away.
He kept coming back and asking more and more penetrating questions about how
it all worked, both the Model and the Miniature railways. His father took a Membership Form and so did a gentleman from Sunbury who has a steam ticket, so we
hope he comes back. Senior Members near or over 70 need to be very careful with
their health over the 3 months. The Virus doesn’t discriminate. Self isolation would
be the best. Next Working Bee is scheduled for this coming Saturday 21. We'll wait
and see how the Virus news goes over the next few days. A Newsflash will cover
that a bit closer to the weekend. At the moment the Rally is still on, BUT watch this
space I think that’s enough from me.
Stay well! Arthur
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From the Editor—-What a big month it has
been.
Lancefield Truck Show—Ballan Steam Rally—
Sheffield Steamfest
And not forgetting our big Run Day, with our new
friends from Cobden.
I hope you enjoy the pics from these events, and if
you go to anything please take photos and send
them to me, there is never too much.

I met this gentleman for the first time at the
February general meeting, he has made a donation to the steam club, I’m sure it will be
put to good use. Thank you Mr Tom Sankey.
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For 2020 the Committee Meeting will be the second Friday—
dates as listed below

Sunday 5th

·

April 2020

· Apr 10

Sunday 3rd

May 2020

Sunday 7th

June 2020

· June 12

Sunday 5th

July 2020

· July 10

Sunday 2nd

August 2020

· Aug 14

Sunday 6th

September 2020

Sunday 4th

October 2020

Sunday 4th

November 2020

· May 8

· Sept 11
· Oct 9
· Nov 13
· Dec 11
General Meeting will be last
Friday of month as always
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Curtailment of Club Activities of the Gisborne Vintage machinery Society because of CORONAVIRUS/
COVID-19
18/3/2020
After consulting with one another and taking into
account the best interests of our members and the
general public, the GVMS Committee have decided
to suspend the Club’s activities, Working Bees,
Meetings and non essential work forthwith.
We will keep all members informed of developments.
Due to the Government restriction placed on gatherings of people and considering that a large number of our Members are Seniors, activities at the
Steam Park will be limited as follows starting today
19 March.
The Public Miniature & Model Railway Run Day on
Sunday April 5 is cancelled.
The average age of our Members puts most Members into the greater risk category medically so all
activities should be severely curtailed.
The General Meeting on Friday 27 March will be
cancelled.
Only essential work is to be carried out by select
few members who do the mowing, etc and limited
to 3-4 people to come to the Club grounds for specific jobs that have to be done. Only if you are well!
You can be assured that the Committee will resume
operations as soon as feasible. We will send regular Newsflashes as things come to hand.
If you are unwell, we ask that you stay away from
the Club until you are feeling much better (a minimum of 14 days). Other precautions to take are:1/ Please cover your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing.
2/ Wash your hands with soap and warm water,
before handling food, after the toilet, after other
contact with people. This is to maintain good hygiene and help protect you and others around you.
3/ Ask for help if you need it from other Club members for your day to day activities (some of our older members may need some assistance)
In the meantime because of the potential reduction
in the Club's income, all expenses are to be approved by the President before any purchases take
place as of today.
As for the Rally - At this stage, NO final decision has
been made and will be reviewed on 17 April unless
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things change.
Thank you for your understanding. Keep well and
look out for each other. We can all hone our computer/mobile skills to communicate with one another!
Arthur Boyd
President
P.S. Please consider spending your extra spare time
in your workshop.

Going outside If you live in a private house, then it is
safe for you to go outside into your garden or courtyard.
Keeping spirits up while in home isolation Being in isolation can be stressful. Suggestions include: • Keep in
touch with family members and friends via telephone,
email or social media; • Learn more about coronavirus
and talk with others. Understanding coronavirus will
reduce anxiety; • Reassure young children using ageappropriate language; • Where possible, keep up normal daily routines, such as eating and exercise. Exercise
is a proven treatment for stress and depression; • Reflect on your resilience and on how you have coped with
difficult situations in the past. Remember that isolation
won’t be for long.
Reducing boredom during isolation
Treat quarantine as an opportunity to do activities that
help you relax.
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Some Notes from General Meeting 28 Feb 2020
1. TRAM
a. Repaint? Or keep with current ads on it? Or approach another Bank to
advertise on it and sponsor it eg. Bendigo Bank?
Koala paintings a big
asset but one is damaged and needs repairs.
b. Access: We can use the set of steps from the Perry to make access
easier. However, to make it accessible for the disabled, we need a ramp.
The ultimate plan suggested was to build a deck on
the North side of the
tram with a ramp leading up to it. The deck could
then be used for
Birthday Hires – another fund-raiser.
c. Inside: The plan is to move the seats to free up
the middle so as to make
space for the Model village board and the Model
table. Put magazines at
the other end so visiotrs can sit on the seats and
read. Small group
Meetings could be held there. Perhaps install the
TV there so that visitors
can watch Thomas the Tank videos etc.
d. Security: Cameras - to be investigated
e. Graffiti: Instant removal best. Spray can of
Graffiti remover is under
Model Railway bench just inside Model Railway
Shed door
f. Missing Brass Fittings: Story is that the VicTrack
shed was burgled
shortly after our Tram was inspected by Len. Brett
Redway is organising
making replacements with a CN C lathe.
g. Globes: Our Tram no 1014 was one of the illuminated trams so it had two
rows of fluros and globes round the edge of the
roof. VicTrack have
supplied some of them but they will be susceptible
to vandalism so we
might not be able to have them fitted there permanently.
2. Donation of load of coke from David Flentje.
3. Machines in Compound Sheds: Dave wants to

pull the Lincoln welder out of
the Shed and get it running again. Ian is interested
in helping too ( so since the
Meeting Ian has taken the welder home to pull it
apart and fix it up!). John Beaty
interested in fixing some of the engines too. Anyone else???
4. Signing on and Off Books: There is a book in the
Ractliffe on the shelf next to
the Kitchen door and another book on the shelf in
the Model Railway shed.
Either book will do, but for insurance purposes we
ALL need not only to sign, but
also to record Arrival and Departure times. Arthur
has ruled it up in columns to
facilitate this.
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Meet Mark Bayard— Mark has been a member of
the Ballan Vintage Machinery Club for around 20
years. He tells me, he has a deal with his wife, he can
spend money on the engine, but something has to be
sacrificed.

Thanks Mark

I had a great day. First time there, miserable day, but nobody seemed to care.
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Neville Cowie and Ken Lupson get stuck into cleaning up the piles of dead leaves in front of the green
sheds.
Ian and Arlo loaded the gen into the trailer, so it can
be worked on at home .
All the timber from the footings of the new workshop?
loco shed.

Margaret did a quick count 27 people attended.
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Well, who is a dark horse then
and
didn’t tell us at the General Meeting, but just turned up at the
working bee in a gleaming white
and silver (Toyota of course!)
No, it wasn’t Arthur and it wasn’t Len!

The fork lift came in handy
again on Saturday 19th Feb.
The steps from the Parry are installed at the Tram ready for the
Run Day. It took a bit of ingenuity to match them up to the tram
but Len has done it and he had
fitted all the missing light globes
and set the tram number to 99,
Anyone guessing why it is 99?
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The Working Bee — Saturday 22nd — was
very productive.
Arlo and John Beaty were able to use the
repaired forklift to remove all the firewood
from in front of the Green shed and stack it
against the compound fence in boxes or on
pallets.
They then raked up all the debris ready to
be carted over to the burning heap. The
compound looks very neat and orderly at
last.
Over the model railway shed Brian had a
difficult job fixing the wiring under 5the
model railway bench. No doubt he was
thinking that it will be a lot easier once the
new loco shed is installed and the 7 1/4 is
moved over there.
Meanwhile Tim got on with the moving — all
that rain has made the grass roar out of the
ground!
Anthony and Arthur worked on the track.
And it was great that Mal came down and
joined us for a sausage sizzle lunch in the
Ratcliffe and inspected the tram.
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Fun/Run Day was very exciting, with many members cleaning up , fixing,
Sorting— getting ready for the 17th May.
And we had 10 visitors from Cobden Miniature Railway, they brought one of their trains with them, as seen in
picture above.
They travelled over 2 hours, to get to our park, and we made them feel welcome. Anthony took time to speak
with them about the Perry, and John showed them the stone crusher, all very intriguing to them. Then Margaret
cook us lunch.
Thanks to everyone involved. Made the day wonderful. The Steam Park looked busy, it was great.
10

The Steam Whistle

The Music Festival
It was freezing—icy cold wind. I had to admire the
stalwarts who sat it out on the hay bales, and as for
the stallholders!!! We were all wimps and huddled in the model railway shed, taking turns to pop out and check on the
tram or run the railway. But there were a couple of
youngsters mooching round aimlessly and it only
takes two to do an awful lot of damage if there’s no
-one there to keep anj eye on them and they’re
bored.
We did get one potential member, a very enthusiastic senior who has a boiler certificate. Just what we
need! Arthur gave him a membership form, and the
flyer with the run dates.
Lives in Sunbury. So hope we see more of him. He
came to watch his grand-daughter singing on the
Youth Stage in the miniature railway area. Kept
skiving off from that to pop his head in the door of
the Model Railway shed and ask more questions.
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Graham and I attended the Sheffield
Steam Rally, what a great day, so
much happening. I may have to go
back next year, just to see what I
missed
this year.
MoreFull
about
this
Len’s steam
train
steam

next month
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